
 

student ratios which translate 
into more individual focus on 
your child and their education, 
skills based learning, the sport-
ing opportunities, the beautiful 
environment, our great facilities, 
the value of a co-educational 
environment for our children, 
the realisation that education is 
not so much about results and 
content, but more about rela-
tionships, morals, ethics and life-
lessons and  most importantly 
the strong Christian values and 
principles-based discipline. 
There are many things to be 
proud of at our school and 
things that we must make sure 
we never compromise on. 

I hope you enjoyed the Mid-term 
break with your children and 
took time to be with your chil-
dren – not just having to enter-
tain them, but being a presence 
with them. Hopefully you got a 
chance to keep the business of 
everyday life at bay this past 
weekend and were able to spend 
special family time together…
enjoying every moment! 

Warm Regards      James 

It always excites me when I’m 
able to walk around the school 
campus and bump into happy, 
energetic and enthusiastic chil-
dren. I see children growing in 
confidence daily, I see children 
developing and growing friend-
ships, I see children encouraging 
each other (the comradery on 
the sports field this past week-
end was wonderful to witness), I 
see children thinking of other’s 
needs (Care Bear has already 
been a busy chap this year), I see 
children learning through dis-
covery (I’ve watched the Grade 
7’s learning History through a 
“crime scene”, learning vital 
teamwork and leadership skills 
on their camp and having fun 
and improving their imagina-
tion through their “egg-drop 
challenge”, the Grade 3’s learn-
ing on an incredible tour to 
Ushaka!, the Grade 4’s experi-
encing a practical lesson on the 
field all about wind, program-
ming in computer lessons….the 
list is endless). I have children 
visit me on a daily basis to share 
with me what they have learnt 
or experienced and to see their 
love for learning and to receive 

their “Good Work Stamps”. 
What a fun way to learn and 
what a happy place to be! 

We welcome the Jacobs family to 
New Hanover Prep. Gabby joins 
us in Grade 3 and Nathan in 
Grade RR (Yellow Group). They 
have both already settled in so 
easily and we have no doubt that 
they will love their time at NHP. 
We hosted a wonderful Valen-
tines Tea and Open Day at the 
pre-primary on Wednesday, a 
lovely event and an opportunity 
for us to meet a number of new 
prospective NHP families. 
Thank you to the staff for mak-
ing this such a successful and 
enjoyable morning and to the 
class moms in the pre-primary 
for the lovely eats. We had some 
lovely, positive comments passed 
on to us about the event and 
about our school. It’s good to 
remind ourselves of some of the 
reasons our families have chosen 
New Hanover Prep. and why 
others are interested: these often 
include the inspired and passion-
ate teachers, the striving for 
excellence, the very low teacher-
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As you know, we start every day off with 
an assembly with an important Christian 
message. Pastor Rolf Schmidt takes our 
assemblies every Tuesday morning and 
then takes our Grade 6 class for Scripture 
lessons; Pastor Dieter Klee continues with 
his assembly messages and Grade 7 Scrip-
ture every Thursday morning. Rolf and 
Dieter also share our Friday “Church” 
assemblies with Pastor Udo Lütge and 
myself. John Love and his Grade 7 Scrip-
ture Monitors take every Wednesday as-
sembly. It is very special for us to start our 
day off each morning in this manner and 
for the children to learn life lessons from 
these knowledgeable teachers – in a day 
and age where schools are dictated to 
about not teaching religion etc., it lovely to 
be independent and for us to continue 
with what is an integral and vital part of 
our school. I love our prayer time with the 
children and the freedom with which our 
children share and pray. 

I am very pleased to announce that we have 
concluded our interviews and appointed a 
new HOD of the pre-primary. Angelika 
Hiestermann has been offered and accepted 
the position. Due to notice periods etc. she 
will only be able to start in July. We knew 
this would be a possibility and are also 
quite happy that we will be able to cover 
this position with our current staff until 
then. Nicolle will remain as our Yellow 
Class teacher for 2017 and Angelika, in her 
role as HOD, will oversee all pre-primary 
matters. She will do some teaching in each 
of the three pre-primary classes. Angelika is 
currently employed at Wartburg, as their 
HOD of Primary School as well as HOD 
Foundation Phase and is also their Grade 2 
teacher. She taught at Harburg for a num-
ber of years and comes to us with vast 
teaching, ECD and management experi-
ence but most importantly a real nurturing 
personality. I have no doubt that she will 
add significant value to NHP! 

We will be advertising for a locum teacher 
for Cara’s post next week. Cara will take 
her maternity leave from the start of the 
third term until the end of the school year. 
Cara will return to work, as our Grade One 
teacher, in 2018. 

I am also very pleased to announce that 
Liesel Joosten will be starting music appreci-
ation classes in the pre-primary school as 
from next week. These lessons (once a week 
with each of the pre-primary classes) will be 
timetabled into the school day, exposing all 
our children to the joys of music and will 
not be charged for (all-inclusive in the pre-
primary school fees). I have no doubt that 
these lessons will assist in taking our music 
at NHP to a new level. 

As you would have seen from the calendar, 
Monique from Snyman Optometrists came 
to NHP last week to perform eye screening 
for all our Grade R – 7 pupils. There will be 
no cost for this service. Good vision is a key 
to success, with experts saying that over 80 
percent of what a child learns in school is 
presented visually, so making sure 
a child has good vision can make a big differ-
ence in their academic performance. Rou-
tine eye exams for children are important 
and can detect a variety of issues or concerns 
that may interfere with a child's vision devel-
opment and academic performance. The 
screening is not a complete eye examination; 
this will be recommended if a pupil fails 
certain eye screening tests. Reports from the 
screening will be sent home, in homework 
diaries, next week. We strongly encourage all 
parents to have further tests or a complete 
examination by an optometrist of your 
choice if an “issue or concern” was picked 
up. 

Thank you. I remind you that on Wednes-
day 22 February at 18h00, we host our 
Parent’s Committee AGM, notice of which 
was sent out last week, we look forward to 
seeing you all there. Please will every family 
attending bring a small plate of eats to share 
with tea after the conclusion of the AGM. 
Details of the AGM can be found on the 
D6.  
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We wish our budding readers all the best for 
the international Kid’s Lit Quiz in Pietermaritz-
burg on the same day as the AGM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please can I appeal again to all parents to assist 
and support us with our school dress code and 
uniform rules, including haircuts. Please take 
the opportunity this mid-term to check that all 
uniform is neat and tidy, correctly and clearly 
marked and that your child has not inadvertent-
ly acquired someone else’s uniform! Some chil-
dren have been arriving at school without their 
hats, remember that this is a compulsory part of 
the uniform, to be worn every day! As you 
know, we have insisted that all children arrive at 
and leave from school in their correct, full uni-
form. This includes socks and shoes. After 
sport, children can leave in their sports clothes 
and tekkies and socks or strops (swimmers must 
change or put their sports clothes on, over their 
costume).  

 

 

Please also assist us with regards to sporting 
fixtures and reply slips. We still have a few 
families who return these slips late or not 
at all. Understandably this creates all sorts 
of difficulties in a sports department, par-
ticularly with regards to arranging 
transport. Please return reply slips as soon 
as possible, preferably the day after receiv-
ing them. We apologise for the late notice 
and cancellation of the cricket fixture with 
Northern Park, unfortunately it was com-
pletely out of our control. Sadly, they had 
issues with transport and receiving permis-
sion from the Department of Education 
and although we had confirmed the fixture 
again in the morning, they only phoned us 
to cancel at 13:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the mid-term break we will of course 
be participating in the Umvoti Gala on 
Thursday the 23rd   of February. For the 
Umvoti Gala, please take note of the fol-
lowing: All swimmers will leave school for 
the gala at 11:30 and return at approxi-
mately 17:00. Due to the fact that approxi-
mately half the primary school children 
(over 50 children) will be participating in 
the gala, as well as most of our staff mem-
bers assisting on the day, those not swim-
ming in the gala may go home at this time 
(11:30) as well. Those who can’t be fetched 
at 11:30 will continue with the school day 
up until 14:00. Aftercare will commence at 
the usual afternoon times, but there will be 
no afternoon sport scheduled for Thursday 
afternoon. The school buses (Wartburg, 
Fawn Leas and PMB) will leave for home at 
11:45. There will be staff available to assist 
with reading, homework, project work etc. 
from 11:30-14:00, but we do encourage 
parents to fetch your children at 11:30 if 
possible. 

We of course are really looking forward 
to our annual Bass Fishing competition 
on Saturday the 11th of March. The 
fishing committee have been working 
very hard to ensure a successful day. I 
have no doubt that once again it is going 
to be one of the major highlights of our 
school year. I encourage you all to enter 
the event and to fish with your children, 
but also to commit some time during the 
day to help with the various areas. A 
worklist was sent home on Thursday, 
please ensure that you fill in your pre-
ferred working time and job and return it 
to your class teacher early next week. We 
have had some queries with regards to 
the fishing comp. t-shirt: this year we will 
revert back to the original t-shirt material 
and the colour of the shirts will be lime 
green (take a look at the D6 to view this 
year’s shirt).  

 

Our teacher/parent interviews take place 
on the afternoons of the 15th and 20th 
of March. Please make sure that you 
book (with Mel) for these important 
meetings with your child’s teachers. We 
will hand out the term’s Effort and Inter-
est Reports at these meetings and com-
municate important information about 
your child’s progress. It is vital for you to 
attend.  I have no doubt that you will 
find these contact sessions to be of value. 
I know from the number of children who 
are frequenting my office, that there are 
many students who are producing good 
work. 



 

Page 4 

Until next time …… May Blessings and Smiles Be Yours! 

 

SPORT NEWS 

We have had many reasons to celebrate on the sports field 
this term already, with many fine results. We congratulate 
Ben on his selection for the Midlands Tennis Team (non-
travelling reserve) and the PMB East Cricket Team and 
Taylor on being selected to represent the Midlands Swim-
ming Team. Our Senior Cricket Team took part in and 
won the Umvoti 6's Cricket Tournament at Wembley 
College this weekend. In total they won four, drew one 
and lost only one of their round-robin games (all 4 wins 
with bonus points). They then tied their semi-final with 
Wembley and managed to win the resulting "super-over", 
advancing to the final, where they managed to beat Win-
terton. A brilliant achievement. Well done to all the boys 
who participated, we are very proud of you all! However, 
as alluded to earlier, the thing that made me most proud, 
was watching and listening to their encouragement of each 
other, their excitement and vibrancy on the field and their 
wonderful sportsmanship! 

Thank you all for your support at the school swimming 
gala, it was wonderful to have such a good turnout at this 
event once again. Didn’t our children do well? The positiv-
ity amongst the community is so evident – we are fortu-
nate to have such a supportive and involved parent com-
munity.  

 

 

Congratulations to Ben Hough and Taylor Trethewey.  
 
Ben was selected as the non-travelling reserve for the   
Midlands U13 tennis team, and Taylor received her Mid-
lands Colours for her performance in the U9 girls' 50m  

freestyle race at the Midlands Championship Gala.  



 

 

PADDED 

GEL     

STICKERS  

R70 

 

Page 5 


