
 

duce no-homework evenings, we 
do still see its value when done 
properly. We are of course acute-
ly aware of busy schedules and 
do try to stick to the prescribed 
time spent on homework, but at 
times this may vary. On after-
noons when sports teams return 
late from matches away, we will 
be understanding to children 
not being able to complete all 
their prescribed homework, but 
please be sure to communicate 
this with the class teachers when 
it is the case. 

Our staff continue with their 
own learning and we wish those 
who are writing exams all the 
very best for these. A number of 
staff will be attending courses 
this term, as well as First Aid 
refreshers etc. A reminder that I 
will be away from school this 
week (8 - 12May) completing a 
course (LDP for school leaders) 
at Wits Business School – I am 
really looking forward to it. 
Shirleen Redinger will be in 
charge in my absence. This staff 
development and growth is a 
vital part of our school.  

Warm regards and enjoy the 
week ahead,  

James 

What a treat and privilege it was 
to have last Monday (1st May) as 
a public holiday and enjoy an 
extended weekend. It’s hard to 
believe that we are already into 
the fourth week of the term and 
our mid-term break is just 
around the corner! 

Remember dads and children 
that Mother’s Day is on Sunday 
the 14th of May! With Mother’s 
Day at the end of this week it is 
a great opportunity for us all to 
not only thank our own moth-
ers but also all the mothers at 
NHP for the vital role they play 
in the school’s life and most 
importantly in their children’s’ 
lives. When mothers provide 
safety, care, nurture, trust, be-
longing, and lovability, and 
perhaps most importantly their 
own time, then the child is on 
his or her way to healthy devel-
opment. 

Our pre-primary will be hosting 
a Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
on Wednesday the 10th of May 
at 15h30 (invitations have gone 

home), and we encourage all our 
pre-school mother’s to attend 
this special event, to be spoilt by 
your children, with some songs 
and activities especially for you! 
There’s sure to be plenty of 
laughter and fun at the pre-
school and no doubt there’ll be 
moms climbing jungle gyms, 
sliding down slides, painting 
nails, baking and all sorts! 

I have had some queries of late 
with regards to homework. 
Again, it is vital for parents to 
assist us with regards to monitor-
ing homework and we encourage 
you to discuss queries around 
homework with your class teach-
ers. Please have a positive out-
look with regards to homework 
in front of your children. Home-
work and consolidation of learn-
ing is a necessity, and although 
we have tried to reduce the time 
spend on homework and intro-
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Since our last newsletter, we have celebrat-
ed World Book Day on Friday the 21st of 
April with our book character dress-up 
and various other reading related activi-
ties. What a special day it was, highlighting 
the joy and value of reading. Thank you to 
all those parents who assisted with the 
home-made costumes, it was lovely to feel 
and see the excitement from the children 
and staff for the fun and out-of-the-
ordinary day. Our staff put on a wonderful 
“impromptu” rendition of Sleeping Beauty 
in assembly, to rapturous applause and 
much laughter! It was also lovely to watch 
some of our senior classes spending time 
with our pre-schoolers, reading to them 
and sharing the wonder of books. Thank 
you too, to those who supported 
Books2You last week, there seemed to 
have been a number of sales made. 

Our parents and children sports morning 
was a wonderful way to start the sporting 
term and there were a number of positive 
comments passed our way with regards to 
the event, but there also seemed to be a lot 
of very stiff and aching parents walking 
around the following week! We witnessed 
another fantastic Market Day at New Han-
over on Thursday the 27th of April - you 
cannot but feel excited about our school 

when we host these events! The infectious 
excitement of the children is clear for all to 
see and was commented on by so many on 
Market Day. I was amazed and pleased to 
see many new and creative stalls on show. 
Most of the children who “owned” stalls 
made some “healthy” pocket money to add 
to their savings. Well done to everyone who 
participated. Our NHP Cross Country 
event, although a little smaller this year due 
to the long weekend for government 
schools, was a wonderful success and so 
many of our children “shone” in their races 
or achieved personal goals! Well done to all 
those who participated. We are incredibly 
grateful for the parental assistance on the 
day and to the surrounding farm owners for 
the use of their land! Although I will be 
away this week, Cross Country will contin-
ue on Wednesday morning with Annie 
Hough and Debbie Dobeyn keeping a 
watchful eye over the children. We hosted a 
very successful and enjoyable tag-rugby 
festival on Friday afternoon, which the boys 
loved. This is turning into a very popular 
annual event. 

We host our first day-night festival on Fri-
day evening; these are always a real high-
light for our children as well as our visitors. 
A number of teams (14) are participating 
and we will even have two teams staying 
over and spending the night with us. Thank 
you to all those who will be assisting with 
catering on the evening, we look forward to 
another special NHP event. We do hope to 
see you supporting on the evening. As in 
the past with these evenings, we would like 
to have a few fires burning for the specta-
tors to stand around and keep warm. If any 

of our farmers have excess firewood available 
to donate to the school for these evenings, it 
will be greatly appreciated. Thank you to 
Gilbert Hillermann for supplying the saw-
dust to cover the cricket pitch! We are hop-
ing that the teams will also have an oppor-
tunity to practice in the indoor centre before 
some of their games. The inside netting and 
hockey floor boards are already in operation. 
Thank you to Yvette Freese and UCL for 
donating these wooden boards to us. 

A number of our children were selected to 
take part in regional rugby and hockey trials 

of late; the 
hockey 
trials took 
place on 
Saturday 
and Sun-

day in Pietermaritzburg. We should hear the 
outcome of these trials and know the teams 
selected early this week. Good luck boys and 
well done! I am confident we will have some 
UMgungundlovu District representation. 
These players will then play at the Inter 
District Trials Festival later this month, from 
which the Midlands teams will be selected. 
Hard luck to those who missed out this 
weekend and may still miss out, from what 
I’ve seen and been told, you have all acquit-
ted yourselves well and I know it is incredi-
bly hard narrowing these squads down and 
that you were all very close to making it. 
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EXAM INFORMATION 

As we gear up for our senior primary tests and exams this term, I have asked the staff to chat to the chil-
dren to let them know exactly what they need to study for these papers. Please encourage your children 
to ask the teachers if there is anything they are unsure about. Remember: A good night's sleep may not 
be high on the agenda for all students but, it is a definite key to successful learning, 'cramming' before an 
exam is not an effective means of revision at all. As teachers we are still amazed at how many children do 
not have set bed times and clearly don’t get enough sleep. The senior classes will be writing their exams 
between Wednesday the 24th of May and Thursday the 1st of June. This exam timetable (Grade 6 and 7) 
and test timetable for Grade 5 has been shared with your children and will be posted on the D6 this 
week. The word exam can generate all kinds of anxiety in children - limiting their ability to think clearly 
and write down all the knowledge they have. Please help your children to prepare properly for these 
tests, but also to remain calm. What children need from their parents and teachers is inspiration, sup-
port and guidelines on how and what to learn. A reminder that sport for theses senior classes is optional 
during the exam week and we encourage the children to be learning during these afternoons, but also 
recognise that for some, the opportunity to de-stress during these times is just as important. Please note, 

however, that our school transport will run at the usual times in the afternoons as sport practices will continue as usual for all other 
Grades. Those children in Grade 5, 6 and 7 who catch the bus, but would like to use the afternoons to study, may do so in the library 
(supervised by a staff member). However, if during this time they are not focused on their studies, they will be asked to join the sports prac-
tices. Those not attending practices must excuse themselves from their coach. We wish our seniors all of the very best for these tests and 
exams. We must never forget that although exam testing is an important part of education, it is not the “be-all-and-end-all”. We must en-
courage questioning, encourage creativity and out-the-box thinking and provide various opportunities for assessment and most importantly 
real learning to take place, which I know we do at New Hanover.  
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Until next time …… May Blessings and Smiles Be Yours! 

 

KIDS CORNER 

 

FAVOURITE FOOD:   CHIPS AND SPARE RIBS 

FAVOURITE DRINKS:   TEA (I DRINK A LOT OF TEA) 

FAVOURITE SPORT:  TO PLAY – SOCCER 

FAVOURITE AUTHOR:  ROALD DAHL 

FAVOURITE COLOUR:  BLUE 

FAVOURITE SEASON:   AUTUMN – LOVE THE CHANGING COLOURS 

FAVOURITE THING TO DO WHEN NOT TEACHING:  PLAYING 
WITH MY TWO GORGEOUS GIRLS 

HOBBIES: WOODWORKING & PLAYING SQUASH (OBVIOUSLY NOT AT 
THE SAME TIME) 

FAVOURITE SUBJECT AT SCHOOL:  SCIENCE AND TECHNICAL 
DRAWING 

MR  LOVE 


