
 

learning bout stories of light in 
the Bile. On Friday, the pre-
primary children will join the 
“big school children” for assem-
bly in the church at 08h00 
(parents are more than welcome 
to join us). Pastor Klee will give a 
message to us all around the 
same theme and we will be treat-
ed to some special hymns by the 
children.  

It has been very special to watch 
our children these last few weeks 
interacting and playing together 
across the Grades, particularly 
now with “marble season” – it’s 
great to keep these traditions 
going! We look forward to the 
Merchiston Tag Rugby Festival 
and the girls’ Eston Hockey 
tournament on Saturday and the 
Grade Four outing to Maywood 
Farm on Monday – stay warm 
this weekend. 

Regards 

James 

I had a wonderful trip to JHB 
the first part of the Leadership 
Development Programme run 
by Wits Business school, it was 
incredibly stimulating, interest-
ing and challenging all at the 
same time. The course is com-
prehensive comprising of lec-
tures, group discussions and 
assignments and includes topics 
such as: The Dynamic Business 
Environment, Assessing Finan-
cial Performance, Authentic 
Leadership, Human Resources, 
Diversity Management Leader-
ship, Systems Thinking, Service 
Leadership / Organisational 
Culture, Marketing, Operations 
Management, Customer Loyalty 
and Strategy. I remind you all 
that I will be returning for the 
second week-long part of the 
course in September. 

Thank you to all those who took 
on various roles whilst I was 
away and particularly to 
Shirleen Redinger for her assis-
tance, it was much appreciated. 
It is of course lovely to have 
Nicolle Borain back at school 
and feeling much better, having 
been booked into hospital at the 
last minute that week. Jess van 
Eeden deserves special praise for 
“stepping up” and taking 
Nicolle’s class during this time. 
Of course in true Nicolle fash-
ion all her week’s lessons were 
prepared and organised and 
shared (from her hospital bed) 
with Jess, to assist with the class!  

Our church’s annual Bazaar is 
around the corner (Saturday 3rd 
of June) and we encourage all 
families and friends of New 
Hanover to come and enjoy the 

festivities. There will be school 
sport on the go as well as enter-
tainment, food, a craft market, 
meats and breakfast on sale and 
more to enjoy. The event is 
geared towards the whole family 
and is sure to be enjoyable for all 
and for the first time ever is 
being hosted in the indoor cen-
tre! Please continue to spread 
the word and we look forward to 
seeing you all at the event.  

The senior classes have started 
writing their exams this week. 
Please help your children to 
prepare properly for these tests, 
but also to remain calm. What 
children need from their parents 
and teachers is inspiration, sup-
port and guidelines on how and 
what to learn. The following link 
is well worth reading – all about 
helping your child study, accord-
ing to their learning style:  

http://www.parent24.com/
Learn/High-school/Help-your-
child-study-effectively-20080922  

There have been a few instances 
where parents have contacted 
our intern students via phone or 
on the side of the sports field 
questioning them about school 
or children issues. This is com-
pletely unfair on them (as they 
are still learning the profession) 
and puts them in a very awkward 
position. Please can I remind all 
parents to use correct channels 
of communication (teachers, 
HOD’s or myself).  

This week the pre-schoolers have 
been celebrating their Bible 
Week, along with their teachers 
and Pastor Klee. They have been 
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24 May Wednesday           
Exams Begin                        
NHPP Bible Week 

26 May Friday                     
KZN Youth Choir & Mid-
lands Youth Choir at   
Wartburg 

27 May Saturday                  

Kirchdorf Maifest              

29 May Monday                   

Grade 4 Outing to        

Maywood Farm 

01 June Thursday                
Exams End 
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Church Bazaar & NHP 

Sport Festival                           

06 June Tuesday                  

No Homework Day 
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Sadly, whilst I was away, the Under 13 
Day/Night festival at NHP as well as the 
rugby festival at Eston had to be cancelled 
due to the inclement weather, but you’ll 
agree that the correct call was made – 
wasn’t it lovely to see the first snow cover-
ing the ‘berg that weekend, it looks like 
some more cold weather is coming our 
way this weekend.  

Can you believe that our second term mid-
term break has already come and gone and 
there are only 20 school days left of the 
term? During the mid-term weekend Ben, 
Sam and Kyle took part in the Inter-
District Hockey Tournament, representing 
their respective Umgungundlovu Hockey 
Teams. I’m pleased and proud to an-
nounce that after the tournament, Kyle 
was selected to represent the KZN Inland 
U12A Team, Sam the KZN Inland U13C 
Team and Ben was chosen as a non-
travelling reserve for the U13’s. Well done 
boys and god luck Kyle and Sam as you go 
on to represent KZN Inland at your respec-
tive tournaments in the July holidays. 

Our Grade 1 and 2 boys played in their 
first mini-rugby games yesterday afternoon 

at St Charles. They were so keen and excit-
ed about this festival and played some very 
good, structured rugby, winning both their 
games – some budding Sharks - I was so 
proud of them! 

There was a Cross Country event scheduled 
for this week (Friday at Clifton), however, 
due to the busy schedule this week and the 
exams, we have decided not to take a team 
to participate in this event. We will look to 
send a team to Treverton next week. 

The professional tennis coaching we expose 
our children to during their PE lessons 
continues this year, with Karl von Fintel 
Tennis. This tennis coaching will start next 
week and will continue until just after the 
mid-term in the third term. All Grade 4-7 
pupils will be exposed to this coaching and 
as such, will be billed (at a discounted rate) 
on their accounts for this tennis. There will 
be one payment charged to accounts for 
this tennis. The Grades 3’s will only start 
their tennis coaching/PE lessons with Karl 
in the third term and will continue 
throughout the term. We are also looking 
at the possibility of involving our Grade 1 
and 2 children in this programme. 

You will have noticed that the indoor centre 
has been used for some sport practices al-
ready this term and we are hoping to stage 
the Grade 6 and 7 play there at the end of 
the term. I thank Dieter Oellermann for his 
assistance and donations in organising the 
netting for the centre, enabling us to play 
sport there, as well as to UCL for their kind 
donation (organised by ….. Yvette Freese) of 
the wooden planks to secure the netting – 
thank you. 

 

 

 

Winter is now upon us and although we 
have experienced lovely weather this week, 
we have already switched to winter uniform. 
Girls are to wear their long grey socks or 
stockings. On particularly cold days’ chil-
dren are allowed to wear their full tracksuit, 
with their white sports shirts underneath. 
Only a complete tracksuit must be worn, no 
tracksuit pants with a jersey are to be worn 
and no tracksuit tops may be worn over 
boys’ greys or girls’ dresses. On Fridays No. 
1’s are to be worn, again the same rule ap-
plies for our juniors, if it is a particularly 
cold day; a full tracksuit may be worn over 
the No. 1’s uniform. Our seniors, as they 
wear long pants (boys) or stockings (girls) 
and blazers, must still wear their No. 1’s, 
remembering that they are of course more 
than welcome to wear a jersey under their 
blazer. A school scarf, beanie and the school 
maroon gloves are optional uniform items 
during winter. Remember too that girls with 
long hair (touching the collar) need to tie it 
up with a scrunchie or elastic (black, maroon 
or white). Some have been wearing the 
wrong tie-ups.  Fringes hanging below the 
eyebrow must be kept back with an alice-
band or clips (black, maroon or white). 
Please also check that all boys’ hair is neatly 
cut and conforms to the school’s rules, 
please assist us at home in this regard. We 
are proud of our school and uniform and as 
such need to take pride in the way we dress.  

Please can I appeal for all parents to once 
again go through your children’s school 
clothes, to check that they have all the re-
quired uniform, that it all still fits, is all still 
clearly marked and that they haven’t acci-
dently landed up with someone else’s items 
of clothing in their cupboard. The amount 
of unmarked lost property we have is 
astounding! 
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I was so pleased to hear that the Mothers’ 
Day Tea at the pre-primary went off well and 
that the children sang so beautifully, I was 
sad to miss it. Liesel Joosten and Connie 
Ortmann are planning a special music even-
ing later this term, where the children who 
attend private instrument lessons with the 
two of them will perform for us. Apparently 
there is even a new school rock band who 
will be performing. This evening will take 
place on the 13th of June – more details will 
follow shortly, but I’m certainly looking 
forward to our children’s talents being show-
cased! 

You will have noticed a charge on your ac-
counts this month for a Conquesta Exam 
(the school has subsidised half of this fee) - 
Next term (August), all our classes will be 
writing Mathematics and English Conquesta 
Olympiads – The Grade 6’s and 7’s will also 
write an Afrikaans paper. These are national 

benchmarking papers written by a 
variety of schools across the country, 
they must not cause any undue stress 
for the children and we will prepare 
the children for them in class. The 
papers cover work that has been com-
pleted in each relevant Grade. It is vital 
for us to continually assess our stand-
ards and after writing these papers, we 
will then be able to benchmark our 
school's results against the national 
averages.   

As I’ve mentioned before, we will also 
be participating in a Speech and Dra-
ma Festival in the third term. Here, 
each class will enter a class item (choral 
verse) into the festival (school subsi-
dised) and then children can enter 
their own individual items as well. We 
would like to encourage everyone to 

enter at least one extra item (poem, 
reading, mime, speech etc.) but no 
more than three extra items. These 
extra items will be for parent’s ac-
counts. The class teachers will be prac-
ticing and chatting to each class about 
the choral verse items, but also ex-
plaining and guiding the children with 
making choices for the individual 
items. I will put the entire Speech and 
Drama Content Booklet onto the D6 
early next week so that parents can 
also advise their children with choices. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
showcase our children’s skills and 
confidence but most importantly helps 
develop important life skills such as 
speaking to an audience, confidence, 
creativity and individual expression. 
We will find time in the term to show-
case these items to all parents.  


