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6 September 2017 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

We were all shocked and saddened by the tragic news of the school bus acci-
dent that claimed the life of a Michaelhouse school boy, and injured many oth-
ers, yesterday. Our prayers and thoughts go out to the entire Michaelhouse 
community at this devastating time. “Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart and lean not on your own understanding…” – Proverbs 3. A 

tragedy like this reminds us all firstly how fragile life can be and that we must 
cherish it and secondly how we must remain vigilant with our prayers for safe 
travels on our roads and in our own school buses. I remind you all that as a 
school we do try to do all we can to ensure these safe travels. Our buses are 
checked and serviced regularly, the tyres are checked every school holiday by 
Supa Quick, and if needed, replaced and our drivers do attend various driving 
courses. Linda Makhwasa, Zefried Nxumalo and Ishan Maharaj will all be at-
tending a defensive driving techniques course in the September holidays, run 
by Johann von Bargen. This course is specifically designed to prevent accidents 
and collisions.  

We have had the privilege to celebrate a number of wonderful events lately. 
Our Spring Day celebrations, were lovely, with each class planting a tree that 
they grew from a seed last year, along the indoor centre boundary – we look 
forward to seeing them grow. Some of the remaining trees were taken to Fort-
mannspruit School and planted around their school. Still with community 
awareness, our Outreach Club spent last Wednesday afternoon visiting the 

SPCA in Pietermaritzburg and learning 
more about the wonderful work they do 
there. I do hope you’ve all taken some 
time to stop and look at the owlets in the 
owl sanctuary, they are very active at pre-
sent (climbing high in the tree, under the 
watchful eye of their mother) and will 
soon be preparing to take their first flight! 

mailto:info@newhanover.co.za
http://www.newhanover.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
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Our first ever Cultural Morning was a huge success and I 
thank the teachers for the work they put into this event. 
It certainly was interesting learning more about different 
cultures and some of their rituals or traditions and creat-
ed an opportunity for us to understand and learn more 
about others.  

 

 

 

We have such an incredibly diverse country and it is 
vitally important for this generation of children to 
grow up respecting each other and our differences.  

 

 

It was lovely to have all the children dressed up – it 
is easy to see why we are known as “The Rainbow 
Nation”. “Always keep an open mind and to 

listen to what those around you have to say. 

You might actually learn something that may 

help you become a better person!” ― Auliq 

Ice. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11353736.Auliq_Ice
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11353736.Auliq_Ice
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Our Grade 6 class have been learning all about electricity in Science classes this 
term and this week completed a practical project on electrical circuits. I’m sure 
you’ve seen some of the pictures on Facebook and the D6, their projects were out-
standing - very creative, all quite different and clearly a lot of learning and under-
standing had taken place. Well done, Grade 6’s. The class enjoyed showing off 
their projects to all the other Grades yesterday. 

 

Our soccer and hockey teams participated in the Wembley College 
Founders Day Festivals on Saturday with much success. The under 9 
and under 11 girls’ and the under 10 and under 13 boys’ teams all 
ended the day as age group winners, a fantastic achievement. Well 
done, boys’ and girls’, you made us all very proud. 

 

 

 

We will of course be celebrating Grandparent’s Day on Friday. The pre-primary 
Grandparent’s Day starts with a tea at 8:30am and will finish at 10:00am and will 
follow a farm theme this year! The Primary School Grandparents Day will start at 
10:00 for 10:30 with a visit to the classrooms during this time, allowing for some 
time for those who have grandchildren in the pre-primary and the primary classes 

to experience both. Our Grandparents Assembly and presentation in the indoor centre will start at 
10:40, followed by a game of bingo and a general knowledge quiz as well as a special tea at the end of the 
event.  Thank you to our class moms who will be assisting on the day, it is very much appreciated. 
Grandparents are welcome to take their grandchildren home with them at 12:00pm on Friday and par-
ents of those with no grandparents able to attend the event can fetch their children 
at this time as well. I remind those who do not have a grandparent available to at-
tend the event that you are welcome to invite “a grand-friend” to stand in. Our 
school buses will leave for home at 12:15 on Friday, slightly earlier than our usual 
Friday times. 
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I remind you all that next week we do have our parent/teacher inter-
views scheduled for the Monday and Wednesday afternoons. If you 
haven’t already, please do contact Nicole in the office to book a time 
to meet the relevant teachers. I remind you too that Diskonto Books 
will be coming in on Monday and Tuesday next week to display their 
books in the indoor centre. Please be sure to visit them, they always 
bring a wonderful selection of age appropriate books. You will be able 
to view and purchase books from Diskonto on Monday afternoon 
and evening during the parent/teacher interviews too. I will be away 
next week in Johannesburg completing my studies at Wits business 

school, those wanting to book time to meet with me, particularly my Grade 7 Math’s class parents, can 
contact Nicole to arrange an alternate time, either this week or in the last week of term.  

We will have a few staff members away in the last two weeks of term; Nicole 
Uhlmann will be away from Wednesday next week attending a family wedding 
in Germany. Nicole has already communicated with her class parents with re-
gards to the scheduling of parent/teacher meetings at alternate times. Charlotte 
Frenzel, who you will all remember from her internship with us a few years ago, 
will come in to take the Grade 4 class for these last two weeks of term. Marika 
Bold will also be travelling overseas, having being afforded the opportunity to 
travel to New Zealand to visit her family. Marika will be away in the last week of 
term and at the start of the fourth term. We are very fortunate to be able to call 

upon Lisa van der Linden to come in and supervise our aftercare children during Marika’s absence. 
Kerry Erskine will also be away during the last week of the term, however, with the Grade 6’s being 
away on their tour during this time, it will cause very little disruption and we have been able to organ-
ise for Gudrun Klee to come in to cover Kerry’s Grade 7 English classes during this week. It goes with-
out saying that both Kerry and Nicole have prepared the work to be covered during their absence and 
have communicated their expectations of their classes with the relevant people. 

 

Our annual New Hanover Prep. Colour Challenge, an awesome family event takes 
place on Saturday the 16th of SEPTEMBER. Be sure to support the event and en-
courage all your friends and family to join us too, for a healthy walk or run and 
some incredibly fun inflatable obstacles too. There is sure to be lots of laughter on 
the day! To get more details on the Colour Challenge as well as to enter, please 
visit the school web site www.newhanover.co.za or register on www.roag.co.za.  All 
children are required at school on the day, either to participate or to be involved 
with marshalling and assisting their class teacher on the day. I remind you that we 
have made a special concession, only available to New Hanover Prep pupils, in that 
NHP pupils may enter the challenge for R50 (no t-shirt included with this entry). If 

they would like to enter and receive a shirt, the price advertised on the flyers (R120) will still apply. 
This special is not advertised on our advertising and is only open to NHP pupils. Be sure to register 
today. 

http://www.roag.co.za
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The NHPP Open Day will take place on Friday the 15th of September from 
08:30 – 10:00. We have advertised this event and already have a number 
of confirmed attendees for this day, however, if you know of anyone with 
children of pre-school going age (3-6) who may be interested in New Hano-
ver Prep., please encourage them to contact the office to find out more or 
to confirm their attendance. We are in a very privileged position at the 
moment in that our numbers are up and we already have a number of con-
firmed positions for 2018, so those who are thinking about schooling for 
their young ones’ must get their names down on our database as soon as 
possible. 

 

 

Our classes have completed their PE lessons tennis coaching 
with Karl von Fintel Tennis and will now concentrate on 
Basketball and the Tennis Championships during their PE 
lessons for the remainder of the term. They must please 
bring the correct clothing and equipment (tennis racket) for 
both these sports every Wednesday. Our Grade 3 class are 
an exception in this regard, as their tennis lessons started a 
little later this term. As a result, they will continue their ten-
nis coaching lessons with Karl until the end of the term.  

 

 

There are a number of events taking place in the last few weeks of term 
that we can look forward to. Our Grade 5 class will be treated with their 
outing to Camelot Castle next week (Tuesday the 12th), to tie in with their 
class Medieval theme. I’m sure they’ll enjoy dressing up in costume for the 
day - hopefully many creative, home-made costumes. Our U13 Hockey 
Team will be participating in the Day Night Hockey Festival at Eston Club 
on Friday the 15th of September and our Grade 1 class can look forward to 
their outing in the last week of term to the 
Flag Animal Farm in Ballito.  

In the fourth term, of course, we will host 
our annual Bike Ride on the 12th of Novem-

ber, The Grade 4 & 5 Play (12th October), our Speech & Drama Festival 
(I hope your children have all entered to perform at least 1 item), the 
Grade 5 outing to the Drakensberg, our Leavers’ Dinner and many more 
exciting events.  
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I would like to mention or highlight two other events: Next 
term, Liesel Joosten will be hosting a fun music (Noot vir 
Noot) evening on Monday the 16th of October, with our 
music pupils and their families. This is sure to be a fun way 
to showcase music at NHP! More details will follow.  

 

Then secondly, Penny Webster has organised for renowned artist David Johnson to do a 3-day work-
shop for budding artists (adults) this term at NHP, to share his secrets in landscape painting and soft 
pastel techniques. David will be coming in from the 19th to the 21st of September (last week of this 
term) to present this workshop. Our children will have an opportunity to meet David during this week, 
to view his work and for him to pass on some useful tips to them. There are only 4 places left on this 
workshop, if you are interested in attending, please contact Penny Webster. You can get her contact 
details from Nicole in the office. For more information about David Johnson, visit: 

http://www.davidjohnsonart.com/index.html 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and productive last few weeks of the third term. 

Kind regards, 

James 

(Just leaving you with a couple of pictures from the visit to SPCA) 

 

http://www.davidjohnsonart.com/index.html

