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Dear Parents and Guardians 

“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a ves-
sel.” ― Socrates 

I would once again like to thank the school board for affording me the opportunity to 
study the ISASA LDP Course through Wits Business School this year. I finished my last 
“block week” in Johannesburg last week and received my certificate on Friday. It has 
been an incredibly interesting, educational, worthwhile and enriching experience.  

The block sessions last week focused on Systems thinking and operational management, IT in business, 
accounting and financial acumen, marketing, authentic leadership and customer loyalty as well as strategy 
for business; all very interesting and relevant topics. Besides the lectures, assignments and course work, 
the opportunity to network with other school leaders and educationalists from around the country was 
invaluable – many of them marvelled at some of the things I shared about our unique school and commu-
nity. 

“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learn-
ing stays young.” ― Henry Ford 

With the end of the third term upon us, we can once again reflect on another wonderful and busy term. 
We have had so many people invested in the school this term, allowing for the growth and development 
of our most precious assets – our children. Last night, at our Grade Two Play, we were treated to a won-
derful rendition of “The 3 Little Pigs” and I am sure that the Grade Three play “Rumpus in the Rainfor-
est” tonight will be another fantastic opportunity to view our children’s growth in confidence and share in 
their enjoyment of school. Our Grandparents Day was, yet again, an uplifting event, special for our grand-
parents and children alike. Our Grandparents always enjoy their day with us and the activities planned for 
them. Thank you again to our class moms who got involved and outdid themselves with the preparing of 
the tables and food for the day. Our Colour Challenge was another fun, family event and it was lovely to 
see so many smiles and laughter on the morning. Thank you to all the Parents’ Committee members who 
organised and ran this special event, it is much appreciated and of course brings in much needed extra 
funding for the school! 
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We have shared and experienced many wonderful activities and 
events these past few weeks. From class outings (Animal Flag Farm, 
the Grade 6 Adventure Tour to Bekezela) and wonderful school 
plays, providing opportunities for children to shine on stage and 
grow in confidence, to many successes on the sports field as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

So many of our teams have performed well this term – our U13 boy’s 
tennis teams have performed admirably, the A team playing in the PMB 
“A” league, The B team winning the bulk of their games and the C 
team finishing the season unbeaten! Many of our girls’ soccer teams 
have excelled, once again with some finishing the season unbeaten and of course the U9 and U11 team both won the Wembley tourna-
ments! The standard of hockey I have seen this term has been incredible and we must not forget that our children also excelled earlier 
this term on the athletics track!  What has pleased me most, however, is the manner in which our children have played, with determina-
tion, humility and great spirit.  

We have been contacted by Simply Cricket, a private cricket coaching organisation with a long and prestigious history, with regards to 
offering private/individual cricket coaching sessions to our children on a Friday afternoon. They would need a minimum of 10 pupils to 
sign up for this programme to make it viable for them. I have included their flyer with this newsletter and you are more than welcome to 
contact them directly or chat to me to find out more or to register for this coaching. I have been impressed with their vision and ap-
proach to coaching and developing skills and do hope that we can get them involved at NHP.  (See attached) 

 

We were very privileged to host renowned artist David Johnson for a 3-day workshop at the 
school and honoured when he invited the children to be part of his workshop this morning 
– they were in awe when his paper soon transformed from nothing into a beautiful baobab 
tree! They loved viewing his work and all received useful tips on working with pastels. 

 

 

 

I have been pleased to read the weekly comments from teachers in their planning, regarding the progress children have made and also 
amazed at the exciting and creative lessons they are exposed too. Thank you to those who took the time and made the effort to come and 
meet with the teachers during parent/teacher interviews. I have no doubt you found them worthwhile. Again, it was wonderful for me to 
read the teachers comments after the interviews, regarding each child’s progress and efforts this term. This provides the perfect opportuni-
ty for me to thank the staff we have at NHP, for their efforts and hard work this term.  

 

Sadly, I have just been informed by Jaqui Browning that she will be resigning and leaving NHP at 
the end of the year. Jaqui and Damien are emigrating to Australia and their papers finally came 
through last week. Obviously we wish Jaqui and Damien everything of the very best for this huge 
move and it goes without saying that we will miss Jaqui incredibly. She has added significant value 
and has grown incredibly in her time as our Grade R teacher. We will also be restructuring our 
intermediate phase (4-6) class teaching next year and as a result have also advertised for an inter-
mediate phase teacher. I will inform you in more detail of this restructure next term, once we have finalised all our 

staffing and subject requirements. We have already advertised both of these teaching positions on the ISASA website and our Facebook 
page. If you know of anyone who would be suitable and would add value to our staff team, please encourage them to apply . 
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Our pre-primary children enjoyed a wonderful Open Day last Friday, with a number of visitors and new prospective families visiting our 
school, and I have no doubt that they will enjoy their Heritage Day on Thursday morning, dressing in proudly South African clothes, and 
learning more about our diverse country. We will have another inter-house General Knowledge quiz on Friday, a real highlight of the last 
day of term, before celebrating our final assembly together. Final Assembly will start at 09H15, all are welcome to attend and school will 
close at 10h00 on this day for the end of the third term.  

 

You would have noticed that our stationery requirements for each class in 2018 have been posted on the D6. Please do 
take a look at these. We have sent a Walton’s catalogue home and will, once again, be offering the same order and collec-
tion service through Walton’s. However, I would like to remind you that you can shop for these items at other retailers too 
and along with WeBenefit, we are trying to arrange that these items are available through this platform this year. We will 
communicate with you once WeBenefit are ready to take NHP stationery orders.  

 

Please take note that next term, our 4th and final term of 2017, starts on Wednesday the 4th of October. It is a shorter term (9 weeks), hence 
the reason for the school term to start a little earlier. All children are to please return in summer uniform next term. Be sure to read 
through the 4th term calendar and diarise all the important dates – there are a number of them – and once again, I appeal to all parents to 
sort through and check all your child’s belongings, particularly school clothes and ensure that they are marked, in good order and the cor-
rect size. 

The end of term and the holiday provide the perfect opportunity for us to sit back, relax, spend time with loved ones and take stock of 
what is important. The children and staff are all in need of a good rest and an opportunity to rejuvenate after another busy and successful 
term. Wishing you all a very happy final week of term, and wonderful holiday when it arrives.  

 

Regards 

James 

 

 

 

 


