
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As you know, at our AGM, our School Parents’ Committee Members were 
elected for the year. Since then we have had a Board and Parents’ Committee 
Meeting to confirm the members’ portfolios. These are shown below: 
 

NHP Board Members 2018: 
  

Mr Dieter Oellermann Chairman 

Mr Justin Kyle Vice Chairman (Parents’ Committee 
Rep) 

Mrs Karen Oellermann Secretary 

Mrs Birgit Uys Treasurer (Parents’ Committee Rep) 

Mr Reimar Voigts Church Council Member 

Mr Erich Vorwerk Finance 

Mr Carl Wichmann Church Council Member 

Mr James Hough Headmaster 

Mrs Shirleen Redinger  HOD Primary (Staff Representative) 

Mrs Angelika Hiestermann HOD Primary (Staff Representative) 

NHP Parents’ Committee 2018: 
 

Justin Kyle Chairman; Grounds & Maintenance 

Birgit Uys Vice Chairperson, Catering, Events 

Lyn Van Breda Secretary 

Dieter Oellermann Board Rep., Grounds & Maintenance 

Adrian Barnard Human Resources & Grounds & 
Maintenance 

Sandra Trethewey Fundraising, Marketing 

Deshnee Kistan Fundraising, Catering 

Nicky Kyle Catering 

Debra Schroder 160th Events, Gardens 

Nicola Schultz 160th Events, Hygiene 

Andrew Bee Past Pupils 

Chris Van Breda Health & Safety, Maintenance 

Mr James Hough Headmaster  

Mrs Jane Hampson (Staff Representative), Marketing 

Mrs Angelika Hiestermann (Staff Representative), Marketing 
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I remind you of the following with regards to the operation of a School Board 
and Parents Committee within an independent school context:  
 
Board members as a collective are the guardians of the school’s human, 
financial and physical resources. They work to ensure that sufficient 
resources are available and are well managed in order to achieve the school’s 
goals and plans. Effectively, The Board deal with all governance issues. 
 
The Parents’ Committee as a body has no direct governance authority, but 
as the representatives of a key stakeholder, do have representation on the 
board. In our school mandate provision is made to ensure that there is 
representation on the Parent’s Committee from pre-school and primary 
school parents. Its role is to support the school, develop a positive 
welcoming climate for all parents, raise funds for the school and act as an 
advisory role as a forum for parental input and communication. 
 
We have had a number of special events in the past few weeks – our Grade 
2 outing to the Ice Rink and Mini-town in Durban, the Grade 6 visit to the 
Tatham Art Gallery and Museum, the Outreach Club’s visit to the Rencken 
Centre, to name but a few, all adding to the enjoyment of school life! Our 
sports teams have once again performed admirably on the sports field and 
in the pool with our swimmers doing well in the Inter-Prep B Gala and then 
of course winning the Inter-Prep C Gala this week – a wonderful 
achievement and reward for all the hard work that has gone into our 
swimming this term! 
 
Our Grade 1 and 2 cricket boys have played well this term, including this 
week, and have certainly enjoyed their cricket matches – their report backs 
in assembly each week are a real joy to listen to, especially when they have 
absolutely no recollection of the result! Our senior cricketers have 
performed exceptionally well over the past few weeks, winning again this 
week, with Chad van Breda scoring a 50 (in only 18 balls) and Kyle Dobeyn 
taking an absolutely spectacular catch – one that Jonty Rhodes would have 
been proud of – boy, that ages me! 
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There has been a change to the calendar with the final senior cricket match 
of the term (NHP vs NHP) now being played next Tuesday (13th March) and 
not on Thursday as originally communicated. There have been many stand 
out individual performances from our boys in all the respective cricket teams 
this term and special mention and congratulations must go to Chad van Beda 
having just been notified that he has been selected to represent the Midlands 
U12 Cricket Team in September – a wonderful achievement. 
 

The excitement is building for this weekend’s NHP Fishing Competition, the 
15th edition of this well-known and prestigious event. All is on track and I 
must pass on a huge thank you to those who have assisted and or offered 
their assistance on the day. Worklists and shifts have been sent home with 
your children, please do check these carefully. 
 
 I do hope to see all of you fishing at some point in the day on Saturday! I 
have challenged all the children to catch a bigger fish than I do…some of them 
have taken this challenge very seriously, others have sniggered and said “oh 
don’t worry, we always do!”. I believe some of them took my passing 
comment of sleeping with their fishing rod for extra luck quite literally this 
week! 
 
 This event is such an important day in our annual calendar and as Dieter 
mentioned at the AGM has raised well over two million rand for the school 
over the past few years! It does require everyone’s support whether with 
entries or assistance on the day. 
 
Hopefully this year we can once again break the 1000 anglers mark. We are 
on track for this, already having over 850 confirmed entries at this stage. The 
Fishing Comp. Raffle Sheets were due back this week. Please remember that 
even if no tickets have been sold, the blank sheet must be returned to the 
school. Those not returned will be charged for. 
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We look forward to our No Homework Day next Wednesday (14th) where we 
will be asking the children to either draw a picture depicting NHP in the past 
or a picture of what they think the future school will look like. They will be 
more than welcome to write a poem/passage in this regard in place of a 
drawing if they prefer. They can use any medium they wish and can include 
words, sayings etc. it is completely up to them and their class teachers will 
chat to them in more detail about this in the coming days. Our Grade 5 
fundraiser, the annual movie evening, is next week - Friday the 16th of 
March. It is sure to be a fun night out at the movies, in the indoor centre, 
with friends. The advertising for this event has already started at school and 
the Grade 5 class has done a wonderful job of creating excitement about the 
night, please do support them on the evening. Parents are more than 
welcome to attend and watch the movie, they too must purchase a ticket, 
and I remind Grade 5 parents that they will be assisting on the night. We do 
request that as it is a child focused event, that no alcohol be brought onto 
the premises on the evening. Tickets can be purchased at school (class 
teachers) and on the evening. Snacks and coldrinks will be available for 
purchase before the movie and during the interval and I remind you that with 
every ticket purchase, a coldrinks and wors roll is supplied.  
 

Please remember to book to see your child’s teachers during our 
teacher/parent interview times, which start next week (Wednesday 14th and 
Monday 19th March). Slots are being filled up fast, don’t delay and risk 
missing out on these important termly meetings. Our Interest and Effort 
reports for the first term will be handed out at these meetings. 
 
Human Rights day is of course celebrated on Wednesday the 21st of March 
in South Africa. This is, however, a normal school day for all at NHP - a 
reminder that we stay open on public holidays that fall during the middle of 
the week, allowing us to have extended school holidays. On these public 
holidays there will be no afternoon sport or homework set, allowing for 
important family and down time and we will close a little earlier (12:00) on 
these “working” public holidays. 
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We will be hosting a “Creativity Day” during the morning of the 21st, where 
the children will be exposed to many different creative ideas and problem 
solving activities in their class. The senior classes will even have an 
opportunity to plan, conceptualise, design and possibly even prepare a 
costing for their very own eco-friendly house. They will be using Google 
Sketch-Up to design their house. If you have never heard of or used this free 
programme, do yourself a favour and spend some time exploring it, I think 
you will love it. 
 
I remind you that we will start practicing our second term sports during our 
final few afternoon sports practices and during PE lessons next week and 
both boys and girls will be doing some hockey skills during these lessons. 
Please make sure that they have all their hockey kit packed for their PE 
lessons. 
 
As you know, we are part of the My School Card initiative. This is an excellent 
method of raising extra funds for the school. If you haven’t applied for a My 
School Card, please chat to Nicole about arranging one, or apply online. 
Remember to list New Hanover Prep. as your beneficiary school. Every time 
you shop at participating retailers (Spar, Walton’s, Reggie’s, Moffatt Optical, 
Woolworths, to name a few) a portion of the amount spent is repaid to the 
school. At present, we are only generating approximately R400.00 per month 
from this scheme, yet if all our families are part of the scheme, the potential 
is huge. This scheme does not cost you any extra money, it is a way of 
generating funds from things you already do. 
 
We look forward to the following events in the next few weeks: We have a 
puppet show for our Grade R-3 children next week, the Grade One Letterland 
picnic, our Grade 2 and Grade 3 plays, our pre-primary Farm Day and Easter 
Parade and of course our final assembly on the last day of term. On this last 
day of term (23rd March), we will be celebrating with the children our 160th 
year. A few of our older past pupils will be talking to the children about their 
time at New Hanover Prep and how schooling has changed, as well as sharing 
some funny or memorable stories with them.  
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The children will then form a 160 sign on the lawn between the church and 
school and have their photo taken. We will give them all a commemorative 
biscuit and we will hopefully also release some racing pigeons as a way of 
commemorating the day. Parents are more than welcome to join us on this 
day, which will all be followed by our final assembly. The 160th celebration 
for parents is currently being planned by our Parents’ Committee and will 
take place on Friday the 8th of June. With school closing on Friday the 23rd of 
March for the Easter Holiday, I remind you that we will reopen (children 
return) on Tuesday the 17th of April for the second term. The staff will return 
and the office will be open (for uniform/queries etc.) on Monday the 16th 
April. 
 
So much to look forward to. Happy fishing tomorrow! 
 
Warm regards, 
James 
 
Diary Dates and Forthcoming Events 
 
Sat 10th March:      Fishing Competition 
Wed 14th March:   Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Fri 16th March:       Grade 5 Movie Evening 
Mon 19th March:   Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Wed 21st March:    Human Rights Day/Creative Day – School closes at 12h00 
Thur 22nd March:   Grade 2 Play 
Fri 23rd March:       School Breaks up – Re-commences Monday 16th April 
 
 

Contact Us:  
 
Telephone:  071 670 7142                   Email: admin@newhanover.co.za  
 
Website: www.newhanover.co.za     Download New Hanover D6 from Our Website 
  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-
PreparatorySchool/769093266436475  
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