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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back after the Easter break, I trust that you are all looking 
forward to and excited about the second term of 2018 and all the new 
opportunities it will undoubtedly present. It is sure to be a celebratory 

term, with our 160th Celebration Cocktail Party taking place on Friday the 8th of June and our 160th   
Witness Supplement scheduled to be published this term. It is also sure to be a nostalgic term for me and 
our family as it is my last at the helm of NHP – what a privilege it has been! 

Having had an incredible holiday in Namibia with my family, it gave me time to reflect on the previous 
term, it struck me once again what an incredible and, I believe, unique school community we have. The 
support and willingness of people to get involved and “do their bit” for the school was outstanding. 
Thinking back over the main events, really highlighted this community spirit – thank you and well done 
to all, let’s keep this positivity and comradery up throughout this term. It also gave Annalee and I oppor-
tunity just to watch our children, as proud parents, and reflect on how they have grown. What a privilege 
they have had having their formative years at NHP, growing up in this area and community and being 
influenced and taught by incredible teachers. We shall be forever grateful for this. 

 

 

We welcome the Pearce family to New Hanover Prep. this term. Luke joins us in Grade 3 and Ella in 
Grade R (Red Class). We know that they will settle soon and will love being part of the New Hanover 
family along with their parents Shantal and Dean. Welcome. 

We also welcome a new intern student this term, a familiar face to us all, Mr Sibusiso Zungu, known to 
many of you as “Bushy” from swimming lessons. Mr Zungu has decided to pursue a career in teaching 
and will now be part of our internship programme assisting with all our sport and PE lessons as well as 
being involved in the Grade 6 and 7 classes. He will be moving into the intern flat in Brunfelsia this 
week. We wish him all the very best as he embarks on this new, noble career path. 

You will have noticed that there have been a number of upgrades done to our classes and school during 
the holidays. The Grade 1, 2 and 3 classes have all been re-painted, the floors sanded and sealed (Grade 
3) and a few new additions have been added as well. There is still a little work to be done in these classes 
(blinds, carpets and curtains etc.), these will be finalised and added shortly. Our new pre-primary jungle 
gym has also had new additions added to it and is looking superb. Thank you to Justin and Carl for their 
help in this regard. Other maintenance work has been carried out in the holiday by both Zefried Nxuma-
lo and Linda Makhwasa both at the pre-primary and the senior school, I thank and commend them for 
their hard work, dedication and initiative! I must also thank members of the Parents’ Committee who 
organised a team of “spring cleaners” last week to assist with some of the schools’ cleaning requirements. 
All further enhancing and upgrading our school – do come and have a look if you haven’t already.  
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As you would have seen from the calendar, we have an exciting and busy term ahead, with so much to 
look forward to. The updated calendar for the term is available on the web site and D6 and had been 
emailed home.  

On Friday (20th) we will celebrate World Book Day. Although we will celebrate the day, we, as staff, have 
decided not to have the children dress up as book characters this year, as we have done in the past. I am 
aware that some class WhatsApp messages were sent home yesterday reminding parents to organise cos-
tumes for Friday, please ignore these messages. Children are to come to school in their Number 1’s on 
Friday. The class teachers will be organising a special day of reading and celebrating books in their own 
classes – something new and different. Besides having fun on the day, it is also so important for our chil-
dren to be encouraged to grow a spirit for reading and a love for books. There is no such thing as a child 
who hates to read; there are only children who have not found the right book. —Frank Serafin. We will 
spend some time in class focussing on reading on the day as well as spending some time in the library. 
Please can the children also bring their favourite book to school for the day. Reading is vital especially 
with the increase in digital influences and screen time in our children’s lives.  Reading should not be pre-
sented to children as a chore or duty.  It should be offered to them as a precious gift. —Kate DiCamillo   

We do of course start our afternoon extra mural and sporting programme this week, with the girls playing 
hockey this term and the boys playing both rugby and soccer. Just a reminder to Grade One and Two par-
ents of boys that it is not necessary to purchase a rugby jersey for their season, all rugby matches are played 
bare foot (for their soccer matches they can wear boots or tekkies) and we will supply rugby match jerseys 
for the boys – they practice in their usual practice kit. Please remember that all hockey players must wear 
shin guards and gum guards.  

On Saturday we host our Girls’ Hockey Clinic and Moms & Daughters Matches and our Boys’ Tag-Rugby 
Festival, as well as Dad’s vs Lad’s games after the festival, for all Grade 1-7 children. The girls will start 
with a few hockey practice drills run by our coaches – parents are welcome to watch these to see some of 
the skills taught during our weekly practices or can enjoy some tea and coffee in the pavilion. After these 
initial practice drills, parents of daughters will participate in hockey matches against the girls. Our Grade 
1 and 2 fathers will have an opportunity to start the morning off by playing a few tag-rugby games with 
their sons. This will be followed by a tag rugby festival where all our age group teams will be playing 
against other schools. At the conclusion of the festival we will organise for some Dad’s vs Lad’s games to 
be played.  

Please can everyone meet on the fields at 08h00, to start the games at 08h30 on Saturday. Children are to 
wear their NHP sports match kit (boys- rugby shirt, Grade 1 and 2 - white match shirt). Tea and coffee will 
be available for parents and the tuck shop will be open. A note with more details about the morning will 
be sent home today, along with a reply slip. Please take time to fill in these reply slips and return them 
timeously, this is still an area of communication and organisation that can be improved upon by parents, 
please assist us in this regard.  
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A few of our boys will be participating in rugby, soccer and hockey trials for the Umgungundlovu and Mid-
lands teams, in the next few weeks. Well done on being selected to represent the school at these trials, boys 
and good luck! 

As was communicated at our AGM and our last Parents’ Committee Meeting, due to increased pressures 
from the Department of Education around subjects being taught in the Foundation Phase, we do need to 
increase the time spent at school by these grades to accommodate all this learning. As you know, we trialled 
adding a further lesson onto our Grade 1 and 2 classes timetables on a Friday.  

However, after trialling it for a term, this has not solved the issue, as with only one break time on a Friday, 
the teachers have found that the children aren’t able to get as much out of that last lesson on a Friday as 
they would like. As a result, we would like to trial increasing our Monday and Wednesday times for our 
Grade 1 and 2 classes until 13:30. This will allow them to have a second break on these days and then go 
into their final lesson of the day. We will do away with the extra timetabled lesson on a Friday. This will 
mean that our Grade 1 and 2 children will now end school at 13:30 on a Monday and Wednesday, 13:45 
on a Tuesday and Thursday (after sport) and at 13:00 on a Friday, it will also mean that these two classes 
will revert back to having their PE lessons on a Friday during school. As I mentioned, we did discuss this at 
our last Parents’ Committee Meeting where it was approved. If there are any queries or issues with these 
new proposed finishing times, please contact me directly.  

Please take note of the following with regards to public holidays that fall during the second term:  

Next week Friday (27th April) (Freedom Day) is a public holiday, and as it falls on a Friday, will be a school 
holiday too.  

On Tuesday 1 May (Workers Day), although a public holiday, we will have a normal school day, however 
we will finish at 12:00 on this day and will not have any sport practices on this afternoon. On public holi-
day days where we still have school, no aftercare is offered on these days, as parents are at home and should 
be available to fetch their children.  

Mid Term: From Thursday 17th May @ 12:00 to Tuesday 22nd May (school will open on Tuesday morning 
@ 07:50) 

Saturday 16 June (Youth Day) – no school sport has been arranged on this day. 
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Please be aware of the following events at the 
school this term:  

 

We will have our first No Homework Evening of the term on the 9th of May. On this evening we would 
like all families to celebrate World Book Day/Month, by reading together or to each other. Be sure to have 
some off/down time with your family. This quality time together, instead of the usual business and rou-
tines of life and homework etc., is essential in today’s busy world.  

We have our NHP Inter-Schools Cross Country Event on Friday 25th May. As in previous years, we 
would like to encourage all our children to participate in what is a fun-filled afternoon of running/walking 
in our amazing surroundings. The distances of the races are graded according to age. The under 8’s run 
1km, u9 and u10 run 2km, u11 and u12 and under 13 girls run 3km and the open boys run 4km at the 
events. This is another wonderful event and opportunity to showcase our school and your support and as-
sistance on the day will be appreciated. If you are able to assist, particularly with marshalling, please contact 
Jane Hampson. I remind and encourage those interested to join our Cross Country run every Wednesday 
morning at 07:10.  

The Pre-primary Mother’s Day tea will take place on Wednesday the 9th of May, the Church Bazaar and 
sports morning is on the 2nd of June, our 160th Celebratory Cocktail Party on Friday the 8th of June etc. 
As you will see from the calendar, there are a variety of day/night sporting fixtures too – a real highlight 
with our children, a number of class outings and plays and a myriad of other wonderful events. It is sure to 
be another fun-filled and exciting term.  

With the 160th anniversary this year, we have decided to take out a 32-page supplement with the Witness, 
to advertise our school and showcase our 160th celebrations. We have collated all the content and are    
hoping to send this off shortly to the Witness. However, for this publication to be feasible we do need 
companies to sponsor pages. If you or your company would like to advertise in this supplement, or you 
know of companies to approach to advertise in the supplement, please contact Jane Hampson for the vari-
ous options and prices. It is going to be an incredible way to showcase our school!  

 

 



 

Contact Us: 

Telephone:                   071 670 7142 

Admin Fax:                    086 519 7161 

Sport Fax:                      086 519 7175 

Email:                                          

admin@newhanover.co.za 

Website: www.newhanover.co.za 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-

School/769093266436475 

 

Download New Hanover D6 From Our Website 
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Children are to continue wearing their summer uniforms until further notice. We will more than likely 
only move across to our winter uniforms after the mid-term break. Obviously, during this time of the year 
we can have quite a discrepancy in the weather from one day to the next – if we do have a cold snap, as al-
ways, children can dress themselves accordingly in their warmer uniform items (this includes girl’s stock-
ings).  

On the subject of uniforms, please ensure that you have checked all your children’s uniform (correct sizes 
and that everything is marked). We unfortunately still had children arriving at school without their correct 
practice and match kits last term and coming to the office to borrow clothes. They will not be allowed to 
lend from the uniform shop unless there is an absolute emergency (for example if they have been asked to 
fill in at a match due to someone being ill). Please assist your children in getting them into the habit of 
checking the school calendar, packing their own bags and being prepared. Children must learn accountabil-
ity and responsibility.  

Wishing you all a happy and enriching second term, let’s help guide and teach our children to tackle it 
with pride, passion and excitement! 

Warm regards, 

James 

http://www.newhanover.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475

