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Dear Parents 

With us having celebrated World Book Day earlier in the term and continuing 
with our focus on reading this month and term, I remind you that our first No 
Homework Evening is tonight. We have asked the children to focus on reading 
(with family members) during the evening, hopefully either being read to or they 
themselves reading to a family member. Remember parents; they are never too 
old to be read to!  
We, of course, had Books2You displaying and selling their books at the school 
two weeks ago, thank you for supporting this initiative – I am sure you heard 
lots of fantastic stories about “Mike” the bookman and his incredible musical 
talents – he certainly created a great deal of excitement and energy, which the 
children fed off!  

Our Outreach club went on an outing last week to The Altenheim and to The Benjamin Generation to 
share the gift of reading with others. Not only did they read books to the elderly and young children, 
but many donated books too. These two visits were very much appreciated. We are happy to continue 
collecting story books to donate to The Benjamin Generation this term, please drop any books you no 
longer use or that your children have outgrown, at the front office and we’ll be happy to pass them on, 
so that more can benefit from the gift of books and reading. Continuing on the same theme of reading, 
I read an interesting article (published in the New York Times) about the many benefits of reading, I 
leave you with some of the pertinent points: 
 
“It’s a truism in child development that the young learn through relationships and back-and-forth inter-
actions, including the interactions that occur when parents read to their children. A new study provides 
evidence of just how sustained an impact reading and playing with children can have; shaping their 
social and emotional development in ways that go far beyond helping them learn language and literacy 
skills.  
The parent-child-book moment even has the potential to help curb problem behaviours like aggression, 
hyperactivity and difficulty with attention, a new study has found. It goes on to say: Schoolchildren 
who read and write at home with their parents may build not only their academic literacy skills, but 
also other important life and learning skills.  
 
Children need interaction; they are constantly learning, but they need adults and voices and interac-
tions for that learning to take place. The child is using the adult to make the book talk and, at the same 
time, using the book to make the adult talk, that is, using the book to elicit the most desirable kind of 
attention, the kind that happens on a lap, with pictures and familiar stories.  
The key take-home message is that when parents read and play with their children, it has really large 
impacts on their children’s behaviour. All families need to know when they read, when they play with 
their children, they’re helping them learn to control their own behaviour and in doing so, they will 
come to school able to manage the business of paying at-
tention and learning.  
 
When you take a child on your lap and point to the pic-
tures and ask questions and discuss the story, you are mak-
ing the kinds of direct connections that build young chil-
dren’s brains and condition their minds and memories.” 
Sage advice for us all. The whole article can be accessed 
through this link: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/16/
well/family/reading-aloud-to-young-children-has-benefits-
for-behavior-and-attention.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/16/well/family/reading-aloud-to-young-children-has-benefits-for-behavior-and-attention.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/16/well/family/reading-aloud-to-young-children-has-benefits-for-behavior-and-attention.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/16/well/family/reading-aloud-to-young-children-has-benefits-for-behavior-and-attention.html
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Our Grade R (Red) class had an incredibly exciting adventure yesterday, their first ever school outing - 

to a crocodile farm! They returned with many wonderful stories. Our Grade 5’s are visiting a nursery 

today on their class outing and our Grade 1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 6’s all have outings planned in the next 

few weeks! I have had the privilege of late of sitting in on a variety of lessons throughout the different 

phases of the school.  These class visits have allowed me the opportunity, once again, to reflect on how 

lucky our children are to have the creative and engaged teachers they do. The lessons have been so 

varied, not only in content, but in the method of instruction and delivery too. We are so fortunate 

that we have a varied staff group, each with their own unique personalities, skill sets, senses of humour 

and ways of dealing with children, yet so similar too, in that there is an obvious care for the children 

and love of what they do! There have been so many wonderful interactions I have witnessed where the 

children have been reaffirmed and encouraged and encouraged to engage in the lessons and give their 

view point. A far cry, I’m sure, from many of our memories of school lessons! At a staff meeting last 

week John Love read and encouraged the staff group with a verse from Proverbs 11:25 " A gener-

ous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed." A lovely verse for all teachers who 

give so much of themselves for the benefit and growth of others – it truly is a noble and wonderful 

profession. Never forget to pass on your gratitude to the staff for the role they play in your child’s life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are of course gearing up towards our Church Bazaar on the 2nd of June and then the 160th celebra-
tion and cocktail evening on the 8th of June. Be sure to purchase your tickets, we have already had 
confirmation of some guests and past pupils of the school, travelling from all over the country to be 
with us on the evening, it is sure to be a wonderful celebration. I remind you too that the 160th limited 
edition wine as well as commemorative key rings are for sale – contact Debra Schroder to purchase 
yours! 
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We have had some wonderful reasons to celebrate this term on the sporting front. Last weekend our 
rugby and hockey teams played in a festival hosted by Wembley College. Our teams played well and 
with a great deal of customary NHP ‘heart’, some of our hockey and rugby teams finished the day 
unbeaten, but it was their sportsmanship and spirit that pleased me the most!  

Our cross country runners took part in an event at Laddsworth last Friday, with some of our runners 
achieving their own personal goals for the day. We had a few top 20, top 10 and top 5 finishers on the 
day and Bayanda Ndwande deserves special mention for winning the Under 12 event- an incredible 
run. I remind you that we host the NHP Cross Country event on Friday the 25th of May. We would 
like as many of our pupils as possible to participate in this event or to offer their assistance as marshals 
and assistants on the day. It is an important day for the school, I know, as always, that I can count on 
your support.  

We heard this week and are incredibly proud of the fact that out of the 6 participants who made it 
through to the last round of Umgungundlovu Hockey Trials, all 6 were selected to represent the Um-
gungundlovu Team in the upcoming Midlands trials! Well done, Melissa Dobeyn, Uyanda Dlamini 
and Liam Freese Under 12 and Jon Braithwaite, Kyle Dobeyn and Avela Mncube Under 13.  

We are looking forward to hosting the Under 13 Girls’ Hockey Day/Night Tournament of Friday 
night and the rugby tournament at Eston on Saturday. With the day/night festivals taking place this 
term and next, we always like to have fires burning on these evenings for warmth and ambiance, if any 
farmers have excess wood for these evenings, please chat to Jane Hampson or myself – much appreciat-
ed.   

We have been investigating the possibility of phasing in a new match shirt (to 
take the place of the current white match shirt). We have finalised the design 
for this new shirt (shown below), which interestingly will not cost more than 
the current shirt and will now decide on a phasing in process. Obviously we 
need all members of a team to be in the same match shirt. We will give you 
details of how we intend to phase this shirt in this year and when the shirts 
will be ready for order, but ideally we would like all our boys’ teams to be 
playing their matches in the new shirt, in all their sports next year. I look 
forward to hearing your comments on the new design – I have no doubt that 
we will have some very happy people with us moving away from the white 
match shirt. The white shirt will still be able to be used for practices and we 
will be selling our left over stock of these shirts at a vastly discounted rate. 

As you know, exams and tests for this term are fast approaching. Our senior children should already 
be preparing for their exams which start after the mid-term break. As always, sport practices during 
this exam and test time for our seniors (Grade 5, 6 and 7) is optional and we encourage the children 
to be learning during these afternoons, but also recognise that for some, the opportunity to de-stress 
and participate in some physical activities is just as important. Our school transport will run at the 
usual times in the afternoons as sport practices will continue as usual for all other Grades. Those chil-
dren in Grade 5, 6 and 7 who catch the bus, but would like to use the afternoons to study, may do so 
in the library (supervised by a staff member). However, if during this time they are not focused on 
their studies, they will be asked to join the sports practices. Please assist your children with preparing 
for these tests and exams. They have all been informed of exactly what they need to learn / prepare for 
these exams. The biggest thing to remember is not to put any undue pressure on the children or to 
have them stress about the exams and to remind them that if they have put the effort in and worked 
hard, they will reap the rewards. 
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We have had to make a change to our school calendar. With the Hough family leaving NHP on Friday 

the 15th of June, we have had a request and have agreed to move our end of term final assembly from 

Friday the 23rd of June (last day of the school term) to Friday the 15th of June at 12:00. This will serve 

as our end of term final assembly where our certificates and awards for the term are handed out, but 

also as a final farewell from/to us as a family. School will close at the conclusion of this assembly at 

approximately 13h00 on this day. Obviously school will continue in the final week of the term and the 

final day of the term remains the 23rd of June. School will close for the holidays at 10:00 on the 23rd 

and the children will have their customary General Knowledge Quiz on the last day and a short closing 

assembly. 

Please can I remind all parents that if your child is sick, to please keep them at home until they are bet-
ter. With the cold and flu season upon us, we have had some children being sent to school with runny 
noses, sore throats and coughs, quite clearly not feeling well and up to the rigours of the day. Not only 
is this not right for them, but it is quite unfair on the rest of the class who then run the risk of picking 
up these bugs and ailments. Please, as we do at school, remind your children of the importance of clean-
liness and in particular the need for regular washing of hands etc. Thank you for your assistance in this 
regard.  

We are on a drive to collect items for both our sports department and aftercare. Please if you have any 

unwanted games, puzzles and sporting equipment that you no longer use and which is still in good con-

dition, consider donating it to the school, we can always put it to good use.  

On the weekend of our 160th celebration, Wartburg Evangelical Lutheran Congregation will be celebrat-
ing their 125th anniversary and would like to invite the NHP family to be part of their celebrations on 
Sunday the 10th of June. An advert for this event is attached on the next page, as well as an advert for 
the Kailager Camps in the June Holiday’s: 

Our pre-primary mothers will be visiting today to be pampered by their children at our Mother’s Day 

Tea. Let me take this opportunity to wish all our mothers of NHP a very happy Mother’s Day on Sun-

day and thank you all for the roles you play in your children’s lives. The bond between mother and 

child is a true gift from God! 

“The happiest people don’t have the best of everything. They make the best of everything.” – Joy Bella 

Enjoy the week ahead. 

Regards, 

James  

Contact Us: 

Telephone:           071 670 7142 

Admin Fax:          086 519 7161 

Sport Fax:            086 519 7175 

Email:                             

admin@newhanover.co.za 

Website: www.newhanover.co.za 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/

New-Hanover-Preparatory-

School/769093266436475 

 

Download New Hanover D6 From Our 

Website 

http://www.newhanover.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hanover-Preparatory-School/769093266436475
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NHPP Mother’s Day Tea 
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Take Note: 


