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Dear Parents 

Welcome back after the lovely mid-term break. Can you believe that our second term mid-term has 
already come and gone and there are only 22 school days left of the term - a few less than that for my 
family and I!  

We of course had the tragic news last week of the passing of one of our old scholars, Zane Rencken, 
and our condolences and prayers go out to the entire Rencken family at this difficult time. The Köhne 
family too need our prayers after a trying few weeks and the passing of their grandfather this past week-
end. We are thinking of and praying for all of you. 

During the mid-term weekend Kyle, Jonathan, Avela, Uyanda, Liam and Melissa took part in the Inter-
District Hockey Tournament, representing their respective UMgungundlovu Hockey Teams. I’m 
pleased and very proud to announce that after the tournament, Kyle was selected to represent the KZN 
Inland U13A Team and Melissa was chosen as a non-travelling reserve for the U12’s. Well done to all 
those who played in the tournament, we are proud of all of you and good luck Kyle as you go on to 
represent KZN Inland at the interprovincial tournament in the July holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Grade 1 and 2 boys played in their first mini-rugby games last week at St Charles. They were so 
keen and excited about this festival and played some very good, structured rugby, with both the Grade 
1 and Grade 2 teams winning all their games – some budding Springboks - I was so proud of them and 
the heart they showed!  

The same too can be said of all the boys who represented the school last week in their matches at Eston 
and against Cowan House, there was so much spirit, heart, comradery and good sportsmanship on 
display. I also thoroughly enjoyed our junior girls playing in their mini hockey festival hosted at NHP 
two weeks ago, we have some very talented and eager young hockey players coming through the ranks. 

 The U13 girl’s hockey day/night festival was once again a real hit and although our team did not make 
it through to the finals, they played very well on the evening only losing 
one game in their pool…and they were by far the most spirited team and 
the best dancers! Well done, boys and girls! 

 



 

2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 8   Issue 8 

  THE HOOT 
     New Hanover Prep Newsletter 

    From School To Home Bringing The News To You 

As you know, we are hosting an inter-school’s 
cross country event at NHP on Friday afternoon. 
A number of children have expressed their desire 
to participate in the various age group races and 
others have offered their assistance as marshals 
etc., which is most pleasing.  

We are hoping to have the bulk of our NHP children running and are expecting over 300 ath-
letes in total to take part! A wonderful opportunity to once again showcase our amazing school. 
Thank you to the parents too who have offered their assistance. The children will compete against 
children of the same age from a variety of schools.  
The under 7’s and 8’s run together and run 1km, u9 and u10 run 2km, u11 and u12 and under 
13 girls run 3km and the open boys run 4km at the events. The event starts with the u7 and u8 
race at 14h30, the under 9 races start at 14h45, u10’s at 15h00, u11 at 15h15, u12 at 15h30 and 
opens at 15:45. All the respective age group races should be completed by 16h00.  
Children (runners and assistants) are to come to school in their usual Friday uniform (no. 1’s); 
with running shoes, short white socks, white shorts, their white match shirt, hats and a tracksuit to 
change into. Water will be available along the route and a splash and piece of sugar cane will be 
waiting for them at the finish line. Parents are reminded to pack an extra snack for your children 
for the afternoon. Children may leave after their races, however, we do encourage that parents and 
learners stay to support and assist with clearing up after the event.  
Please note: As we need all our staff to be involved on the day, including our bus drivers, our 
school buses will leave only after the conclusion of the event at approximately 16h15. 
 
The professional tennis coaching we expose our children to during their PE lessons continues this 
year, with Karl von Fintel Tennis. This tennis coaching will start in two weeks’ time and will con-
tinue until just after the mid-term in the third term. All Grade 3-7 pupils will be exposed to this 
coaching and as such, will be billed (at a discounted rate) on their accounts for this tennis.  

The senior classes start writing their exams this week. Please help 
your children to prepare properly for these tests, but also to re-
main calm. What children need from their parents and teachers is 
inspiration, support and guidelines on how and what to learn. 
Hopefully they will all be applying some of the tips and knowledge 
they gained from the Study Skills Workshop earlier in the year. 
We know that if they have worked hard and are well prepared, 
they will cope admirably with these tests. Remember: A good 
night's sleep may not be high on the agenda for all students but, it 
is a definite key to successful learning, 'cramming' before an exam 
is not an effective means of revision at all. As teachers we are still 
amazed at how many children do not have set bed times and clear-

ly don’t get enough sleep. Please do send your children with healthy lunch boxes and water to 
drink during these exams and remember to limit their sugar intake! Exercise during these study 
times is also essential.  
 
A reminder that sport for theses senior classes is optional during the exam week and we encourage 
the children to be learning during these afternoons, but also recognise that for some, the oppor-
tunity to de-stress and exercise is just as important. Please note, however, that our school transport 
will run at the usual times in the afternoons as sport practices will continue as usual for all other 
Grades.  
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Those children in Grade 5, 6 and 7 who catch the bus, but would like to use the afternoons to study, 

may do so in the library (supervised by a staff member). However, if during this time they are not fo-

cused on their studies, they will be asked to join the sports practices. Those not attending practices 

must excuse themselves from their coach. We wish our seniors all of the very best for these tests and 

exams. We must never forget that although exam testing is an important part of education, it is not 

the “be-all-and-end-all”. We must encourage questioning, encourage creativity and out-the-box thinking 

and provide various opportunities for assessment and most importantly real learning to take place, 

which I know we do at New Hanover.  

Early in the third term, we have enrolled our classes to participate in the Quintathalon Challenge. 

These are national benchmarking papers written by a variety of schools across the country, they must 

not cause any undue stress for the children and we will prepare the children for them in class. The 

papers cover work that has been completed in each relevant Grade, in Literacy, Numeracy and Science 

and encourage higher order thinking, creative thinking and problem solving. It is vital for us to con-

tinually assess our standards and after writing these papers, we will then be able to benchmark our 

school's results against the national averages.   

I have had some queries of late with regards to homework. Again, it is vital for parents to assist us with 
regards to monitoring homework and we encourage you to discuss queries around homework with 
your class teachers. Please have a positive outlook with regards to homework in front of your children. 
Homework and consolidation of learning is a necessity, and although we have tried to reduce the time 
spent on homework and introduce no-homework evenings, we do still see its value when done proper-
ly. We are of course acutely aware of busy schedules and do try to stick to the prescribed time spent on 
homework, but at times this may vary. On afternoons when sports teams return late from matches 
away, we will be understanding to children not being able to complete all their prescribed homework, 
but please be sure to communicate this with the class teachers when it is the case. 

Our church’s annual Bazaar is around the corner (Saturday 2nd of June) and we encourage all families 

and friends of New Hanover to come and enjoy the festivities. There will be school sport on the go as 

well as entertainment, food, a craft market, meats and breakfast on sale and more to enjoy. The event 

is geared towards the whole family and is sure to be enjoyable for all and will once again be hosted in 

the indoor centre! Please continue to spread the word and we look forward to seeing you all at the 

event.  

We are of course very excited about the upcoming 160th Cocktail Celebratory Evening on Friday the 
8th of June – be sure to purchase your tickets (and the limited edition wine and key rings) as soon as 
possible, to avoid missing out, it is sure to be a fantastic evening of reminiscing and celebration our 
amazing school. As you know we are also hoping to put out a 160th commemorative supplement in 
The Witness this term. All the content has been gathered and submitted and it is looking fantastic. 
There are a few more advertising spots still open in this supplement, please encourage business owners 
you know to advertise in this, this will be their last chance to do so. 

Grade 5s 

visit   

Harden 

Heights 

Farm & 

Make 

Shadufs! 
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Contact Us: 

Telephone:           071 670 7142 

Admin Fax:          086 519 7161 

Sport Fax:            086 519 7175 

Email:                             

admin@newhanover.co.za 

Website: 

www.newhanover.co.za 

Winter is now upon us and although we have already and are due to experience more lovely weath-

er this week, we have switched to winter uniform. Girls are to wear their long grey socks or stock-

ings. On particularly cold days’ children are allowed to wear their full tracksuit, with their white 

sports shirts underneath. Only a complete tracksuit must be worn, no tracksuit pants with a jersey 

are to be worn and no tracksuit tops may be worn over boys’ greys or girls’ dresses. On Fridays No. 

1’s are to be worn, again the same rule applies for our juniors, if it is a particularly cold day; a full 

tracksuit may be worn over the No. 1’s uniform. Our seniors, as they wear long pants (boys) or 

stockings (girls) and blazers, must still wear their No. 1’s, remembering that they are of course more 

than welcome to wear a jersey under their blazer. A school scarf, beanie and the school maroon 

gloves are optional uniform items during winter. Remember too that girls with long hair (touching 

the collar) need to tie it up with a scrunchie or elastic (black, maroon or white). Some have been 

wearing the wrong tie-ups.  Fringes hanging below the eyebrow must be kept back with an alice-

band or clips (black, maroon or white). Please also check that all boys’ hair is neatly cut and con-

forms to the school’s rules, please assist us at home in this regard. We are proud of our school and 

uniform and as such need to take pride in the way we dress. Please can I appeal for all parents to 

once again go through your children’s school clothes, to check that they have all the required uni-

form, that it all still fits, is all still clearly marked and that they haven’t accidently landed up with 

someone else’s items of clothing in their cupboard. The amount of unmarked lost property we 

have is astounding! 

Our Grade 6 class went on their eco-system outing last week and some brave souls even had a swim 

in the river! Thank you to Neil Dobeyn and Reinhard Ortmann for assisting Selwin with this out-

ing and taking the children around the different eco-systems. The Grade Four class has an outing 

to Maywood Farm on Thursday – an opportunity to consolidate and learn more about their farm-

ing theme. I have no doubt that they will enjoy it.  

We are pleased to have Jess Van Eeden back at school after her illness and we wish her continued 

good health. Unfortunately, Jess will be leaving NHP at the end of the term to take up a teaching 

post at a school in Richards Bay. We wish her everything of the best with this opportunity that has 

presented itself and thank her for her valuable contribution to NHP. We will be advertising for an 

internship position shortly. If anyone is aware of young men or women wanting to go into or possi-

bly considering the teaching profession, who may be interested in an internship, please encourage 

them to contact me. 

Enjoy the week ahead. 

Regards, 

James  

 Dates to take Note of: 

Thu 24 May Grade 4 Outing to Fairfield Dairy 

Fri 25 May Cross Country at NHP 

Tue 29 May Mini Hockey at Laddsworth 

Wed 30 May Mini Rugby at Greytown Junior 

Thu 31 May Grade 2 & 3 Outing to Birdpark/ 

Fri 1 June Cross Country at Cowan House &            

 Cut off date for 160th 
 Tickets!  

http://www.newhanover.co.za

