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Dear Parents 

There have been a number of wonderful events of late; lovely opportunities for us to celebrate our 
school together. The church Bazaar was, once again, a huge success. It was amazing and a lovely sight to 
see well over 350 children all playing sport on our fields! The 160th Celebration last Friday was incredi-
ble. Thank you to Debra, Nicola and Birgit who organised the event and for their constant assistance 
and hard work, Ronell for the beautiful flowers and décor and Sandra and her team for the incredible 
and delicious food; and all the other parents and committee members who contributed to the evening. 

 It was a very special occasion and lovely to share the evening with so many passionate NHP supporters 
and here so many funny stories of past experiences and exploits at the school. Wasn’t Vic Schroder’s 
address (delivered so well by Pastor Ron Küsel) lovely? His passion and love for the school is so evident. 
Even though I haven’t spent as much time as Vic at New Hanover Prep, I fully understand and relate to 
his love for the school. It is a unique and incredibly special place. The farewell for the Hough family 
was another special event for us; lovely to spend it with friends and to share some laughs together – 
thank you.  

On a very exciting staff note, Jane Hampson informed us this week of the love-
ly news that she and Matt are expecting their first baby. Jane is approximately 
12 weeks pregnant and the baby is due in December. We congratulate them 
both on this incredible news and pray for Jane’s health and blessing at this 
special and wonderful time in their lives. Jane will keep Lane and then you all 
informed, in due course, of her plans and obviously then the school plans 
around sport at NHP in 2019. All will remain the same in 2018.  

As I enter my last week at New Hanover Prep. and write my final newsletter, I 
again want to thank everyone for their support for us as a family over the past 6 years. It has been an 
absolute honour to serve the school and community as headmaster and I only leave with fond, happy, 
special memories and incredible friends. I feel so fortunate to have been given the opportunity to lead 
this incredible school and group of teachers, you have all helped me grow and become the person I am 
– thank you. It is really tough saying goodbye to the children. I have grown so attached to them over 
the years. I have loved watching them develop and grow up into amazing young people.  

As we get closer to Friday, it does become harder to leave, but there is much comfort in knowing that 
the school is in a fantastic place, the community support for the school is incredibly strong and can 
only enhance the school and I have no doubt that in Lance Baguley the school has found an able, pas-
sionate replacement and someone to take the school forward and to greater heights. Lance will spend 
the day at NHP on Monday 18th. I wish you all everything of the very best and know that with God’s 
hand clearly on our school, and the people we have involved at the school, it will continue to thrive 
and flourish. 

I remind you all that we have moved our end of term final assembly from Friday the 22nd of June (last 
day of the school term) to Friday the 15th of June, to accommodate the Hough Family leaving NHP. 
Final Assembly will take place at 12:00 this Friday. This will serve as our end of term final assembly 
where our certificates and awards for the term are handed out, but also as a final farewell from/to us as 
a family.  
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School will close at the conclusion of this assembly, with me ringing the bell, at approximately 

13h00. Please can I ask all parents who are going to attend Final Assembly on Friday to RSVP 

to Nicole, for planning/venue purposes, it is sure to be a poignant/emotional occasion. Obvious-

ly school will continue in the final week of the term and the final day of the term remains the 

22nd of June. School will close for the holidays at 10:00 on the 22nd and the children will have 

their customary General Knowledge Quiz on the last day and a short closing assembly run by John 

Love.  

The exams are over and have all been marked and the staff are busy preparing reports for the end 
of the term. The reports will be handed out on the last day of term, Friday the 22nd of June. The 
June Reports are an opportunity for us to document your child’s progress this year. It has been so 
pleasing to note how many of our children have made incredible progress this semester – read the 
report comments carefully with your children, there are so many successes to celebrate. It also 
affords the opportunity to chat with your children about areas they can work at or need support 
in. Parents may fetch their child’s report from their class teacher at the close of school on Friday 
the 22nd at 10h00. Parents must please sign for these reports. Parents in lift clubs may sign for and 
take reports for those children they lift, however, children or siblings will not be able to sign for 
the reports. Our bus drivers will also carry the reports of the children using our school transport. 
When parents fetch their children from the bus, they too can sign for their reports. If you are una-
ble to sign for and fetch the report on Friday, they can be collected from the office on Monday 
(25th of June) between 08h30 and 11h00.  

Please take note of the following with our reports this term: We have kept the report templates the 

same – the feedback from parents has always been positive on the fact that our reports are personal 

and give a clear indication of a child’s progress in all areas of the school. What we have done, how-

ever, is move our report templates across onto our school management system (staffroom), which is 

most beneficial and more user friendly for our staff, far better for record keeping and is gearing us 

towards sending them out electronically by the end of the year. All has gone well and the develop-

ers created the templates, however they are not quite ready to be sent electronically this term. 

When we printed them we found a few “gremlins” in the system: 

The font size is too small and as a result there are some blank pages at the end of the report (in our 
senior reports) – this is not the case on the electronic version and it will all be rectified by the end 
of year reports but cannot be changed now without causing issues to the templates. We apologise 
for this, but as mentioned the content on the reports has not changed. You will note that there are 
two areas on the report where “Days Absent” are shown (one on the cover and another inside the 
report), however, the days indicated are different. This is because the Days Absent on the cover 
indicates the total of days missed this year and the one inside the report indicates the days absent 
this term. This will be made a lot clearer on the end of year report. Unfortunately, we could not 
make this adjustment now. 

All our classes will be writing the Quintathlon papers this week (problem solving, general 

knowledge, higher order thinking and thinking skills papers). These papers are written over the 

course of a few days and children can’t prepare for these papers, but they do give us a good indica-

tion of their skills in these respective areas.  
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Most of our Grade 7’s have heard back from and been accepted into their various choices of high 

schools – a very exciting time for them. There are a handful who are still busy with the process. I urge 

these parents to treat this as a matter of urgency as most schools have closed their application process! 

We were very pleased and proud to receive the news last week that Bianca Hillermann has not only 

been accepted at Epworth, but was the recipient of one of their Major Academic Scholarship awards, a 

fantastic achievement. Well done, Bianca, we are all so proud of you. In the last few years’ New Hano-

ver Prep. pupils have received a number of scholarship awards, each year, to the most prestigious KZN 

high schools, a real feather in our cap and another example of how sought after and appreciated chil-

dren from NHP are! 

On the note of high school, The Wykeham Collegiate are coming to NHP on Thursday (14th June) to 

chat to the Grade 5 and 6 girls and their parents about TWC as an option for high school. They will 

host a tea/coffee welcome to the parents in the morning at drop off time between 7:30 and 08:00 and 

then give a presentation to both the parents and the girls between 08:00 and 08:30, in the hall. Please 

can all Grade 5 and 6 parents of girl’s RSVP to Nicole regarding this event. 

We have had a number of class visits and special events at school which have created much excitement 

and provided opportunities for different learning experiences, such as a visit from “The Incredible 

Dog Show”, a class visit to Fairfield dairy and another to Durban Harbour and the Bird Park. Our 

Grade One’s are looking forward to their outing this week (Thursday) to the Botanical Gardens and 

the PMB Museum and of course we will celebrate with our pre-primary Fathers’ tomorrow at their 

afternoon sport day.  

In the final week of term, you’ll all be able to enjoy the Grade 3 Space Play, the pre-primary Soup Day, 

the General Knowledge Quiz and then the end of term and the holiday! 

We have, once again, had parents offer their assistance and expertise in and around the school of late, 

other than at events. Stoff Van Breda brought a team in to sand and varnish the pavilion windows and 

he fixed the road leading onto the field. Liesl Koch made the blinds for the Grade One class.  

Go and have a look, they look incredible. Thank you to the two of you, it is always so appreciated and 

another example of what makes this community school special and unique! 

Attached to this email are 2 notices from Pastor Udo below, with regards to Church Camps in the 

holidays. 

Warm regards and my very best wishes to you all. I will continue to pray for NHP, will always look 

forward to and look out for news about NHP and please know that it will always have a very special 

place in my and our family’s hearts, 

James  
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From the staff and community, we will miss you James,  Annie, 

Ben, Julia & Gracie. We will pray for your happiness and God’s 

continual blessing in Grahamstown. 


