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Dear Parents and Guardians,  

As you know, at our AGM yesterday, our School Par-
ents’ Committee Members were elected for the year. 
At the next Board and Parents’ Committee Meeting 
the members’ portfolios will be confirmed. We warm-
ly welcome the new members who are elected onto 
the PA on the evening. 

I remind you of the following with regards to the op-
eration of a School Board and Parents Committee 
within an independent school context: Board mem-
bers as a collective are the guardians of the school’s 
human, financial and physical resources. They work to ensure that sufficient re-
sources are available and are well managed in order to achieve the school’s goals 
and plans. Effectively, The Board deal with all governance issues.  The Parents’ 
Committee as a body has no direct governance authority, but as the representatives 
of a key stakeholder, do have representation on the board. In our school mandate 
provision is made to ensure that there is representation on the Parent’s Committee 
from pre-school and primary school parents. Its role is to support the school, devel-
op a positive welcoming climate for all parents, raise funds for the school and act as 
an advisory role as a forum for parental input and communication. The school will 
not run effectively without the enthusiastic input and support offered by these two 
groups, I would personally like to thank each and every member for ‘putting their 
hand up’ to improve the quality of holistic education offered at NHP. 

Our Grade 1 and 2 cricket boys have played well this term and have certainly en-
joyed their cricket matches – their report backs in assembly each week are a real joy 
to listen to, especially when they have absolutely no recollection of the result! One 
match we apparently beat the other team by like 100! Our senior and junior crick-
eters have performed exceptionally well over the past few weeks, winning well and 
losing gracefully. They represent our school well and demonstrate good manners 
and enthusiasm in team. 

 

 

Our theme this year: 

Grow BIG in all aspects of 

your life.  

Grow BIG!  

Our focus this term: 

Christian Faith 
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 The excitement is building for our up-and-coming NHP Fishing Competition, the 
17th edition of this well-known and prestigious event. All is on track and I must 
pass on a huge thank you to those who have assisted and or offered their assis-
tance on the day.  This event is such an important day in our annual calendar and 
has raised well vast amounts of funds for the school over the past few years! It 
does require everyone’s support whether with entries or assistance on the day.  

I do hope to see all of you fishing at some point in the day. I will be there ‘fishing’ 
with my daughters, which probably won’t last very long, but either way they love 
the atmosphere and vibe at the competition and my family is looking forward to a 
fantastic family day out.  

 Hopefully this year we can once again break the 1000 anglers mark. The Fishing 
Comp. Raffle Sheets have also been sent out to be filled in, and there are some 
fantastic prizes you could win. Please remember that even if no tickets have been 
sold, the blank sheet must be returned to the school. Those not returned will be 
charged for.  

Our Grade 5 fundraiser, the annual movie evening, is next week - Friday the 6th 
of March. It is sure to be a fun night out at the movies, in the indoor centre, with 
friends. The advertising for this event has already started at school and the Grade 
5 class has done a wonderful job of creating excitement about the night, please do 
support them on the evening. Parents are more than welcome to attend and watch 
the movie, they too must purchase a ticket, and I remind Grade 5 parents that 
they will be assisting on the night. We do request that as it is a child focused 
event, that no alcohol be brought onto the premises on the evening. Tickets can 
be purchased at school (class teachers) and on the evening. Snacks and cold drinks 
will be available for purchase before the movie and during the interval and I re-
mind you that with every ticket purchase, a cold drinks and wors roll is supplied.  

Please remember to book to see your child’s teachers during our teacher/parent 
interview times, which start next week (Wednesday 11th and Monday 16th 
March). Slots are being filled up fast, don’t delay and risk missing out on these 
important termly meetings. 

I would like to thank all the staff and board members for their efforts leading up 
to and during the Umalusi site inspection. The Umalusi accredited evaluators 
were very thorough and scrutinised every aspect of our school. Unfortunately the 
Umalusi report could take as long as 8 months to be complete and submitted to 
us. In the meantime, the staff has already started working on some aspects which 
we realised we are a bit inadequate. 
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It was great opportunity to host the Umvoti Gala in our new pool for the first 
time. It is an event we hope to host again in the future. Hats-off to Debbie for all 
her organising as the event ran smoothly.  

It was an exciting event with New Hanover really showing its depth of expertise 
in all styles. Unfortunately we narrowly lost to Wembley by 11 points, but we can 
give all our swimmers a big round of applause for their efforts. 

You may have seen the current condition of our pool. It was so brown some were 
calling it our 21st fishing competition dam. Heavy rains and poorly diverted 
runoof resulted in huge amounts of soil being washed into the pool.  We have 
had experts evaluate the pool and offer guidance as to how to restore it. A special 
thanks must be given to Lindakhuhle Mkhwasa, Zefried Nxumalo and Mr Shezi 
for working tirelessly to try and clean it. We also need to thank Justin Kyle, Chris-
topher Van Breda and various other parents who jumped in to create better run-
off ditches and offer assistance. I continue to be blown away by the degree of sup-
port continually offered by this community. Thank you. Due to the state of the 
pool we have had to postpone the Grade R-3 fun gala until week 10 of this term, 
by then the pool, hopefully, will be sparkling blue again. 

As you may be aware Cara Rutherfoord will be on maternity leave as of the 1st of 
March. In her absence we welcome Lindi Drew. Lindi comes with many years of 
training in the foundation phase, both locally and abroad. Lindi has been with 
the grade 1 class this last week and has got to grips with how the day and lessons 
run. We hope the transition will be smooth and we know the class will be in 
good hands. We wish Cara all the best on her maternity leave and look forward 
to her return in 3rd term. 

We had a very thorough and informative sports meeting on the 20th February. It 
was well attended with many parents given the opportunity to voice their con-
cerns and to hear the motivations from the staff. The meeting was minuted and 
Mrs Walton and myself are working our way through each concern, documenting 
and researching how to meet the sporting needs of the learners and how to devel-
op a well-rounded individual. Some suggestions or changes can be easily imple-
mented, others need to be ratified through the school board. These changes will 
be communicated timeously with the parent body. I would like to thank each and 
every parent for giving up their time to raise these concerns in a constructive 
manner. 

Please note that there is a change in the Uniform shop times. Parents and learn-
ers are able to come in to the front office to order or purchase school uniform 
Monday to Thursday 7:45am – 8:30am and on Fridays from 12:30 – 1:30pm. 
Any child that wants to purchase uniform must have a written note from their 
parent/guardian before any clothing will be issued. 
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Snyman optometrists will be coming in for a free eye screening on Thursday 
morning the 13 March 2020. Permission slips will be sent out early next week. 
There is no cost involved and if you have not had your child screened in a few 
years it is advisable to take up this offer.  Traditionally all Grade R and Grade 1 
children are screened as this is a key developmental time for them. All results will 
be submitted though to parents who can follow through with the recommenda-
tions. 

Sometimes I walk around our school and am just reminded of the beauty of our 
area, which is carried through into our gardens. We are very grateful to some of 
our parents who have got stuck into our gardens this week at the Prep and Pre-
primary schools, giving things a revamp and a good clean out. Thank you so 
much! 

As you know, we are part of the My School Card initiative. This is an excellent 
method of raising extra funds for the school. If you haven’t applied for a My 
School Card, please chat to Nicole about arranging one, or apply online. Remem-
ber to list New Hanover Prep. as your beneficiary school. Every time you shop at 
participating retailers (Spar, Walton’s, Reggie’s, Moffatt Optical, Woolworths, to 
name a few) a portion of the amount spent is repaid to the school. If all our fami-
lies are part of the scheme, the potential is huge. This scheme does not cost you 
any extra money, it is a way of generating funds from things you already do. 
Come-on parents, let’s get shopping to raise funds, my wife loves that idea! 

Kind regards 

John Love 

Acting Headmaster 
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FISHING         

COMPETITION 

 

HAVE YOU 
ENTERED 

YET??? 

 

Only 13 more 
sleeps! 

GET REEL - 
GO FISH :)  

OTHER NEWS 

Umvoti Gala 

Grade 6 Outing 

The Grade 6 class went on an outing 
to the KZN museum. They had a won-
derful time, learnt a lot and are eager 
to go back for the ‘night at the muse-
um’ hosted in June.  

NHP hosted the Umvoti Gala on the 18th February. Wasn’t it wonderful 

to have so many swimmers and supporters at our new pool? 

Our swimmers did us proud in the fiercely contested races. It was fantastic 

to see such good competition and sportsmanship between the schools.  

Special mentioned must be made of our U11 boys' freestyle relay team 

who broke the record. NHP were places 2nd, just 11 points behind the 

winners, Wembley.   

Kidz Lit. Quiz 

Our NHP team took part in the Kidz 

Lit. Quiz earlier this week. The children 

did extremely well amidst the high 

standard of competition present. They 

have been inspired to read even more!  


