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Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Wow! I am amazed at how quick this term has 
gone. I chatted to my class explaining that we 
are now one quarter of the way through the 
year! Yes, the end of the first term is here and, 
with it, the realization of so many different 
achievements by the children in a variety of as-
pects of school life. I challenged the learners at 
the beginning of the year to ‘Grow Big’ and set 
themselves personal and academic challenges. It 
has been pleasing is to listen to how many of 
the children’s goals have either been achieved 
or surpassed and this has encouraged the children to strive to ‘Grow even 
Bigger.’ Looking back on this term we are ever grateful to God and we 
thank Him for His protection and guidance over our school. 
 
My sincere thanks to the staff team at New Hanover Prep. who continue to 
go the extra mile to ensure each child feels like they really matter and are 
cared for. My thanks again to many of you parents who support and assist in 
numerous ways around the school, for the benefit of the children. Our chil-
dren are most fortunate to have staff and parents who are looking out for 
their best interests.  
 
One highlight of the term was our 17th New Hanover Prep Bass Competi-
tion. Once again it was a huge success attracting anglers from all over South 
Africa (surpassing the 1000 anglers mark yet again). The event is a crucial 
one on our annual calendar, raising much needed funds and, in the process, 
positively marketing our school. It was my first year fishing at the event with 
my daughters and although I felt I spent more time detangling fishing line 
than actually fishing, we had such a wonderful time as a family! 

 

 

Our theme this year: 

Grow BIG in all aspects of 

your life.  

Grow BIG!  

Our focus this term: 

Christian Faith 
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 To all who were involved in approaching sponsors, food prep, registration, 
manning dams, ticket sales, set up and every other aspect of the day, a very 
big thank you! Without each individual who played a part in the event, it 
would not have been possible let alone a success. Well done! Thank you to 
the fishing competition committee who were so involved in the months of 
preparation and who put so much into this important event. Your incredi-
ble efforts made the 17th annual Fishing Competition an unrivalled fishing 
event! 
 

We have had many other memorable events, activities and talents show-
cased this term including; spirited swimming galas, intensely competitive 
cricket matches, giggling girls’ tennis games, thoroughly informative excur-
sions, hilarious movie evenings and so much more. The results achieved, 
and enjoyment had by the children across all spheres, have been most 
pleasing. I have also measured the success of the term based on the every-
day interactions of the children. There is a joy present in every sport, lesson 
and free time, a Godly gift.  

The feedback from the Parent-Teacher interviews has been mostly very posi-
tive as children work hard to reach their individual potential. I trust you 
have found these contact sessions with your children’s teachers to be of 
value. It is unfortunate that not all parents attended these interviews. I urge 
you to make contact with the staff and set up an appointment early in the 
second term if you were one of these parents who could not attend. Part of 
the feedback was the standardized English reading, spelling and compre-
hension assessment. For a nominal fee, this tool helps guide the educators 
as to whether the English strategies and methodologies employed are help-
ing your child’s development in the English language.  

Unfortunately the end of the first 
term brought about the completion 
of Selwin Eggers’ time with us. Mr 
Eggers has served our school with 
pride and dedication and we sadly 
say farewell to him. We know that 
his passion and good work ethic will 
undoubtedly grant him success in 
his new position managing the farm. 
He has told us that a piece of his 
heart will always remain at this    
special school. 
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Mr Eggers has left behind some very large shoes to fill, so I would like to 
take this opportunity to introduce you to two new staff members joining 
our team in the second term.  
 

“Born and raised in New Hanover, I enjoy what a 
small community has to offer in terms of camarade-
rie and the pursuit of the greater good. Team sports 
offer more than just physical benefits. They also 
offer opportunities to learn how to handle yourself 
in a social situation, teach resilience and cultivate 
a respect for authority and rules. Working with the 
youth of New Hanover Prep will give me an oppor-
tunity to utilize my leadership skills and share my 
love of sport with the youth.” – Josh Robertson 
(U13 Rugby & Soccer coach)  

“I have been busy in my own Edu-Venture centre in the KZN Midlands for the 
past 7 years. My previous teaching experience has helped me to realise how im-
portant the Extra Curricular programme is at any given school. Along with the aca-
demics the extracurricular programme forms the basis of a holistic education. I am 
a passionate teacher, who is extremely organised and goal orientated. I am focused 
and love seeing young individuals succeed.  

I am often the first person to arrive and almost always the last person to leave. I 
have a work ethic second to none. I excel under pressure and enjoy being chal-
lenged.” – Douglas Benton (Grade 6 class teacher and SP Maths teacher) 

The second term calendar is available on the D6 communicator. Please 
take note of the various events taking place next term and diarize them, 
particularly those taking place soon after we return to school. You may 
notice that there are a number of weekday matches taking place next term, 
we have offset these with quite a number of free weekends and there will 
be no sport matches for the Intermediate Phase (Grade Four to Seven) 
children over the exam period. School will reopen (children return) on 
Wednesday the 15th of April for the second term. The staff will return 
and the office will be open (for uniform purchases and queries etc.) on 
Tuesday the 14th April. This starting date, and the scheduled sports fix-
tures, are subject to change based on the guidance of the government and 
ISASA board regarding the national disaster caused by the threat of the 
Covid-19.  
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Our fantastic teaching staff have already begun preparing for this possibil-
ity with workbooks, activities and online resources to ensure that your 
child’s education is not hampered. We encourage you all to remain posi-
tive and adaptable, supporting each other and spreading truth and hope.  
 

Next term is the official Cross Country term where our team competes in 
events (Friday afternoons) against other schools. I encourage all those in-
terested in Cross Country and those interested in improving their fitness 
to join our Cross Country Club next term. 
 

During the holidays please check your children’s school clothing. Some 
have outgrown out-fits and require bigger ones. Please check that every-
thing is marked as some markings have been erased or come loose and 
some items still haven’t been marked! The amount of un-marked lost prop-
erty is concerning! Please check that you don’t have anyone else’s clothing 
in school bags or cupboards, as it is very easy for items to end up in the 
wrong home! 

The special sport meeting has resulted in a number of special management 
meetings to analyse our sport procedures and offerings. A number of ac-
tion plans have been formulated for future galas and the development of 
calendar entries. We have been fervently seeking ways to develop and up-
skill the current sport coaches to improve the quality of coaching offered. 
Although we are heavily hampered by financial constraints, you will see 
our staff attending workshops and training days to improve their skills in 
the upcoming terms. There are also a few sports professionals we are nego-
tiating with to come on premises to offer specialised coaching sessions for 
the children and coaches. We believe that sport is an important aspect of 
the holistic development of children. Their skillset, however, is not of 
more value than their enjoyment of the activity, participation in a team 
and perseverance. These are areas we will continue to strive to develop  
further. 
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My thanks to the children for their many and varied contributions to New 
Hanover Prep. this term, to all the staff for their continued passion and 
professionalism and to the parent body for your valued support and assis-
tance in so many different aspects of school life. I am certain you will all be 
looking forward to spending time with your families over the Easter holiday 
period and I wish you all a very blessed Easter and happy, relaxing holidays. 
Please be sure to take time to; read with, play with, learn something new 
with, spent time with and laugh with your children.  

 
Remember too that Easter is a 
time to reflect and to celebrate 
the most important event in his-
tory, the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  
Warm regards 

John Love 

Acting Headmaster 

Congratulations to the following 
girls for being selected to represent 
the Umgungundlovu U12 girls’ 
hockey teams: Kate van Breda,    
Taylor Trethewey, Danika Freese 
and Mia Schmidt (non-travelling 
reserve).  

Sporting Achievements 

Congratulations to Taylor Trethewey 
and Shannon Meter for being selected to 
represent the Umgungundlovu Primary 
Schools swimming team.  

*(We are still awaiting the boys’ trials feedback due to a weather delay.) 
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Outreach Club Outing 

Recently a number of members from the NHP outreach club went on an 
outing to spend some time with the children at the Benjamin Generation 
Childcare Centre in New Hanover. It was heart-warming to see the children 
playing so nicely together and bringing so much joy to one another’s lives.  

It is so important for our children to be reminded to give of their time, and 
to “reach in”, in order to “reach out” to others.  

 

Other News 
Grade 3 Outing: uShaka 

The Grade Threes started off their outing by clambering aboard the boats 
at the Maritime Museum. Then, at uShaka Marine World, they experi-
enced an informative guided tour through the salt water aquarium, with 
indoor and outdoor displays and exhibits, in and around the re-creation of 
a wreck of a 1940's cargo ship. Sharks, sea stars, devil fire fish and stone 
fish occupy this area as well as many other fascinating creatures of the deep. 
At the dolphin stadium they were entertained by the antics of world-
famous dolphins. They all paid a visit to the penguin rookery containing a 
breeding colony of endangered African penguins. It was a thoroughly en-
joyable and educational excursion. 
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NHP Bass Fishing Competition 

On Saturday, 14 March NHP hosted our 17th annual Bass Fishing Compe-
tition. This year's event was bigger than ever before boasting a record num-
ber of 1086 anglers! The biggest bass fishing competition in the Southern 
hemisphere just got even bigger! 
 
We were blessed with beautiful weather on the day and anglers enjoyed fish-
ing at some of the 20 private farm dams that are open to the public for the 
event.  
 
New Hanover Prep. would like to extend our heart-felt thanks to everyone 
who made this event such a huge success. From our amazing sponsors, to 
the farmers, to our hard working NHP parents, and of course to everyone 
who came to fish and supported the event. It was wonderful to have so 
many NHP children participating this year.  

 

Wishing our NHP family a safe, restful and happy holiday!  


