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Dear Parents and Guardians 

When President Ramaphosa first 
announced that the country would 
go into Lockdown, the challenge 
faced by NHP was one of how we 
would continue to keep in contact 
with our children and provide 
them with the necessary work and 
lessons in order for learning to be 
maintained. The prospect of      
remote learning turned into a   
reality overnight and our teachers 
were required to consider available 
alternatives. 

During the holidays NHP Management and teachers explored and           
experimented with various platforms that could support home-based       
education, such as ZOOM, MS Teams, Google Classroom, Google Meet, 
SeeSaw, Vodacom UConnect, WhatsApp and E-mail. A significant         
consideration remained the ability, of staff members and households alike, 
to access these platforms through reliable connectivity at reasonable cost. 

The extension of the National Lockdown confirmed that NHP, as with the 
rest of the country, will not be in a normal teaching environment for an   
indeterminate period of time. As we currently stand, we plan to open school 
on the 4th of May, however, we are preparing for a scenario where schools 
remain closed until the end of June. NHP follows the guidance offered by 
the Department of Education and ISASA with regards to a proposed date of 
return to school, the adjustment of the curriculum and the revised school 
calendar. As discussed in previous correspondence, we will inform the     
parent body as soon as possible regarding any new decisions.  
 

For this period of lockdown, the School Governing Body, Management and 
staff acknowledged that a decision needed to be made on a more advanced 
and effective on-line teaching platform that will serve the school and our 
children now, and in the future.  
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 A decision was made that NHP will transition to the use of Google       
Classroom , SeeSaw and WhatsApp as our platforms for remote learning. 
All teachers have been trained to utilise these platforms to continue with 
education and the learners have already been prepped as to how they will 
conduct their home based learning. This is a new and exciting, but also 
daunting, phase in our school’s history of rising to a challenge and ensuring 
quality education and learning. We ask for your understanding and support 
as teachers familiarise themselves with all the functionality of these online 
platforms.  

Online learning will commence on Monday 20 April 2020. We will be 
working during the two public holidays (27th April and 1st May) as we are 
still needing to recover 4 ½ school days in order to preserve our school   
holidays. We are also investigating replacing 2nd term exams for the Senior 
Primary with online assessments, projects or one-on-one video quizzes.  

A “How to Guide” has been formulated for parents so that you can assist 
your child in activating this platform which will be sent through to you via 
WhatsApp. Parents are furthermore encouraged to watch YouTube         
tutorials, together with their children, on how to use Google Classroom and 
SeeSaw. We also understand that there are some households who do not 
have access to internet or a computer/laptop/tablet. In the meantime the 
staff are planning methods to still include those children in the lessons and 
that content is sent and received from them too. 

It is imperative that during this time we work together with understanding 
and respect, as we navigate this new territory together. This could also be 
the perfect opportunity to display acts of kindness, if parents with 
knowledge and expertise in IT could assist other parents in need of help. If 
there are some families who have a spare working computer, laptop or tablet 
and are willing to loan it to another family to use during this period, please 
contact me. Guidance and support will be offered wherever possible from 
teachers as well as from Mr Maharaj and Mr Peter, who are trained and  
willing to support.  

Our expectation is that learning will take place during school hours and 
that afternoons are spent on relaxation, sport drills, developing hobbies, 
creativity projects and quality family time.  

We are missing these happy 

children so much!  
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 We respectfully request that any communication with teachers occurs     
during school hours, as they too have children and families to look after 
and still have to mark assignments, prepare lessons, make video tutorials 
and find relevant media, all whilst still familiarising themselves with the new 
education delivery platform. We do not expect families to stick rigidly to the 
school timetable, this is extremely challenging, especially if you have more 
than 1 child and only 1 device. The Intermediate Phase teachers have      
prepared lessons and assignments with realistic timeframes. The Foundation 
Phase teachers have prepared lessons and activities that need to be done on 
a daily basis.  

The pastors and myself will be sending out assembly messages for the      
children. I would encourage you all to watch/listen to the message with your 
children and then pray with them. This is the way we start every school day, 
by honouring the Lord first. He will also protect us and give us the strength 
and wisdom we need for each day. 

Despite these new and extenuating circumstances, our priority is to      
maintain our standards and provide quality education for our children. To 
date, we have experienced wonderful support from our parents and we 
would like to thank you for your words of encouragement and unwavering 
support. Communication is key during this time, so if you do not            
understand something, or are experiencing difficulties completing the     
assigned content, please contact your teacher. 

Remember, boredom is not a bad thing, don’t be scared of it. It will lead 
you and your children to explore and discover new things. With this in 
mind, I have attached some ideas and activities you can do at home as a 
family. 

Kind Regards, 

John Love 

Virtual teaching will never 

replace the love, the laughs, 

the learning, the smiles on 

students’ faces, the ”aha” 

moments that happen in an 

actual classroom. 

The lockdown isn’t a break 

for teachers and students… 

it’s heartbreak. 


