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Dear Parents and Guardians 

Martin Luther King Jr. quoted, 
“The ultimate measure of a man 
is not where he stands in          
moments of comfort and          
convenience but where he stands 
in times of challenge and         
controversy.”  
 

If your household is anything like 
ours, you have been through some 
uncomfortable and inconvenient 
times over the last few weeks. News 
of rising coronavirus infection 
rates and deaths in South Africa, 
uncertainty of work and income, the phasing in of schooling, these all add 
to our anxiety and build on our fears. 
 
The most frequent command in Scripture is “Do not fear!” Over and over 
again, God says to His people, “Do not fear! Do not be afraid!” The reason 
that God repeats these words so many times is that He knows that life in 
this imperfect world often creates fear for us, and He knows that we are  
fearful. He knows this, and He does not condemn us for our fear; rather, 
He encourages us, over and over again, to be of good courage, because He is 
with us even in the darkest of times. As you face the uncertainty of the  
coronavirus in your families and communities, remember God’s most fre-
quent command to humanity: “Be bold! Be strong! For the Lord your God 
is with you!” 
 
I have often encouraged your children to start the day with giving thanks. 
The challenge is to count on your fingers 10 things that you could be  
thankful for whilst speaking to God. Often you find you have to take off 
your shoes because there are so 
many things to be thankful for. 
In addition to giving thanks,   
I also have encouraged the 
children to read words of God 
in their bible.  
 

 

 

https://americanprofile.com/articles/martin-luther-king-jr-quotes-video/
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 This morning I was encouraged by this scripture verse: 
 

4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you 

are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don’t worry 

about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 

him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds     

anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live 

in Christ Jesus. 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your 

thoughts on what is true, and honourable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and    

admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 9 Keep putting 

into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and 

saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:4-9)                          

 

On a practical note, to help fix your thought on what is best for you, I     
encourage you to begin your day, not with reading the latest news on your 
phone, but with reading God's Word and giving thanks. Victor Frankl, an 
Austrian neurologist and Holocaust survivor, quoted in his book, “The last 
of the human freedoms are to choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances 
and to choose one’s own way.” Neuroscience tells us that a daily ritual of     
gratitude changes the functioning of the amygdala, the brain’s “fear centre”. 
In other words, practicing daily gratitude literally rewires the brain, reducing 
negative emotions like fear, and increasing wellbeing.  
 

I would like to thank you for the time taken to fill in the home based      
education survey, it has given us some very positive feedback as well as some 
guidelines for how we can improve the delivery of education. With regards 
to the re-opening of our school, the Department of Education has proposed 
its draft post Covid-19 lockdown recovery plan which was discussed at 
length with teacher unions and governing body associations this week. The 
Minister of Basic Education, together with the Minister of Higher            
Education, Science and Innovation held a media briefing yesterday to     
provide an update on the phasing in of education.  
 
The Department of Basic Education has adjusted its 
proposed school calendar for 2020 to later in the 
year due to continued concerns around the         
coronavirus.  
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 While the department had indicated that children could return to school as 
early as next week, minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga has said 
that no date has been set for the return of pupils to schools and that only 
the ‘schooling sector’ will be open from 4 May. She added that the final 
dates for the school calendar will be gazetted once administrative work is 
completed and cabinet gives its approval. 
 

However, Motshekga said that the following preliminary dates have been 
established for the return of teachers and management as agreed upon in a 
national command council meeting on Thursday (30 April). 
These dates are currently set as: 
 Office-based staff to return to work on 4 May 2020. This is in line 

with the directive from the Department of Public Service and         
Administration. 

 School management teams should return to work on the 11 May 
2020. This is to ensure that the management teams have time to    
prepare the schools prior to the return of learners. 

 Teachers will return to work on 18 May 2020; 
 Grade 7 and Grade 12 will learners to go back to school on 1 June 

2020. 
 

ISASA will be submitting its advisory guideline for commencement of     
education early next week based on the Department of Education and     
Department of Health guidelines. We as a school will incorporate these 
guidelines into our school reopening action plan, which is already being  
formulated.  
 
At this current stage we will not be returning to school next week as we 
need to have all the required guidelines, advice and safety measures in place 
to ensure education can be phased in safely. Although home based          
education is a bit uncomfortable and inconvenient, for the meantime it is 
allowing your children to still receive a good quality education in a manner 
that is safe of them and for your household. With the working of the public 
holidays and the mid-term break we essentially would have recovered all our 
school days. Each class group is systematically working through the          
curriculum to ensure we cover all aspects of your child’s development. If 
there are any shortfalls, we anticipate that we will resolve these in school 
based schooling before the year ends. Please note that the decisions made 
for restarting schooling cannot be rushed as our primary focus is the health 
and safety of your children, your household and our larger community.  

 

https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/393530/new-tentative-date-for-the-reopening-of-schools-announced/
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 Currently no date for re-opening New Hanover Prep. has been set. You will 
be informed as soon as measures are in place to facilitate safe education. We 
are also awaiting the guidelines for ISASA regarding the phasing in of 
schooling and whether we would be able to use an alternative approach with 
regards to the phased return of learners.  
 
During this period please try to avoid comparisons. There is an idiom which 
people are using regarding schooling during lockdown, “We are all in the 
same boat,” which is not true. We are all in the same storm, but in different 
boats. The route of home based education which we adopted may be       
different to that of another school. Our return to school approach may   
differ from schools in town. Our school is unique and thus our approaches 
will be unique. We gladly accept ideas and advice from all areas and people, 
but please understand that throughout all our decision making, we have the 
best interests of your children at heart.  

 
I would encourage you all in the weeks to come, do something that brings a 
smile to your face and enjoy the quality time you get to spend with your 
family at home. I have particularly enjoyed having tea time snack and lunch 
with my wife and daughters. So, don’t be anxious about anything, pray and 
thank God for what you do have and keep a positive attitude. 
 
Regards, 
John Love 
 
Although we are apart, we continue to GROW BIG together! 

 

Sending all our NHP children a BIG HUG!     

We miss you so much! 


