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Dear Parents 
 

Finding endurance in a very unusual time. 
 
Do you ever sit down, amongst all the barrage of media information,       
sanitation protocols and uncertainty and wonder if you will wake up from a 
bad dream? Wow, what an unusual time we find ourselves in! Remember 
when the first thing we noticed about a stranger wasn’t the colour or design 
of their mask? Or when we would ask “How are you?” as a conversation filler, 
without really wanting to know the answer? Most of us haven’t been to a 
friend’s house (at least not inside), a religious service, a birthday or          
anniversary celebration or a graduation (the real ones, not the virtual ones) 
in a very long time. Even when social-distancing rules lift, we still can’t    
envision how life could return to its ‘usual’ state. Mostly, it is hard to      
remember a time when everything wasn’t about the pandemic — when every 
action, conversation and decision did not revolve around the oppressive   
topic. Sometimes it’s hard to recall how different our lives were just a short 
time ago or to see ‘the light at the end of the tunnel’. But through this    
unusual time, there is one ‘usual’ we can rely on, one constant we can take 
confidence in; that The Lord God is sovereign and He will never leave us 
nor forsake us. If we take a step back and refocus, we may discover that 
these trials we face help us develop endurance.  And endurance develops 
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of    
salvation (Romans 5:3-5). God is with us and helping us ‘Grow Big.’ 
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 I read an interesting article which stated the top 10 items bought on     
Takealot. It certainly shows a shift in societies thinking and priorities.  
The most popular products purchased this last week are: 

Vacuum Cleaners 
Laptops 
Gaming consoles 
Treadmills & home gym equipment 
Media Players 
SIM cards & airtime vouchers 
Face shields 
Ink cartridges 
White A4 paper 
Non-alcoholic beer 

 

There are some unexpected items on the top 10 list, but looking at this list 
it reminds me of the sterling job that you, the parent, are doing during this 
complicated time. I would like to send out a hearty ‘Well Done’ to you all. 
Many of you have taken on your role as permitted essential service workers 
with courage and pride. Others have valiantly donned many new roles in 
their home, cooking, cleaning, teaching and ensuring the safety of their  
family. If nothing else, this time has shown just how resilient and adaptable 
we all are. 
 

The effects of living with sustained uncertainty, linked with added pressure 
of change of education delivery has been emotionally and physically drain-
ing for us all; which is why I feel this early holiday has come at just the right 
time. I must commend the wholehearted commitment that every staff mem-
ber has taken to ensure that every child is taught and supported through 
this phase. The staff has truly demonstrated that learning is a lifestyle, not a 
phase in time. I have seen staff embed themselves fully in online education 
delivery, working countless hours in adapting to new modes of teaching and 
learning, and preparing the school for the safe return of learners and staff. 
 

We have all been impacted by this pandemic, each family in different ways 
and some more than others. I applaud those who have viewed education as 
a priority as well as those who have contributed to the school solidarity 
fund. I remind you all to keep an open communication with the school as 
we travel the uncertain road together. I asked my class what they found the 
most challenging during this period, most of them agreed that they miss the 
interaction with their peers; after all, school is more than just the            
curriculum.  
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 In order to be properly prepared for the safe return of your children we   
established the NHP Coronavirus Response Committee. Its primary role 
thus far has been to develop and oversee the various protocols for the   
monitoring of hygiene measures; sanitization, infection, isolation and      
reporting of suspected COVID-19 infection. The team has representatives 
from all education phases as well as from PA and board. Together they have 
spent many hours drafting the framework of the policy that will guide us to 
a safe and structured return. Once finalized, this policy will be sent to all 
parents so they may understand exactly how schooling will be conducted for 
the next few months. I thank you all for conducting the learner risk         
assessment questionnaire. The data collected has been useful for decision 
making. We will be in contact with the parents of the higher risk learners to 
plan the best route forward for them. During this 2 week holiday the team, 
ground staff, cleaning staff and some generous co-opted members will be 
fervently working to ensure the safety structures are in place for our planned 
start on the 3rd June. In the meantime prepare your child for their return by: 

Get used to wearing a mask; 
Remind them of best hygiene practices; 
Discuss how school will be different; 
And acknowledge the fears and anxieties they may have, but don’t let 

their actions be dictated by fears. 
 
There have been a number of changes at our school this last week. Sadly we 
have to say farewell to two very important staff members. Ansa Von Fintel 
will leave us at the end of second term. Ansa has been an amazing teacher, 
who stepped up in our time of need. Her experience, willingness to learn 
and level-headedness was crucial to our school over the past five months. 
Stepping in for Ansa I would like to warmly introduce Jessica Junge.  

 

“I am an enthusiastic, organised, efficient and 
technologically-adept young teacher. Creativity is 
one of my strengths and I see the value in      
incorporating technology into the classroom to 
enrich the learners’ studies. I am dedicated to 
facilitating learners through their studies by    
fostering an open and positive learner-centred 
classroom environment.” 

- Jessica Junge 
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 The second person ‘leaving’ our school is Cara Rutherfoord. Cara has   
tended her resignation as of end of June. Cara has been a dedicated and 
supportive teacher to many, many grade one children and her loving care 
will be greatly missed. With the changes in her family with the birth of their 
new son, Cara feels like now is the time for a change. An advert for a new 
Grade 1 teacher has already been posted and we are confident we will fill 
that post quickly. Although Cara has resigned from the grade 1, she will not 
entirely leave us. I would like to congratulate Cara on being appointed the 
new Learning Support Coordinator, who will head up coordinating the   
delivery of learning support at NHP. 

 
I would like to thank you all for your kind words regarding my official     
appointment as headmaster. It felt strange going home to celebrate, and 
crack open a celebratory bottle of…… um? …. Tea. I absolutely love New 
Hanover Prep. I can really relate to the children, staff, governance and 
ethos. Being both a parent and a teacher I feel I can bring a unique balance 
to leading this wonderful school. My wife, my daughters and I are fully    
invested in the school.  Having experience already in teaching, coaching and 
leading at New Hanover Prep as well as having the drive and determination 
to further my management experience, I believe I am well suited to the    
position of Headmaster of New Hanover Preparatory School. With a       
personal philosophy of educating today’s children for tomorrows careers. I 
believe that I am able to take New Hanover Prep to the next level and     
positively add to the growth and development of the school. I may not be 
the most qualified headmaster, but I thank God for that, because His grace 
is sufficient for me and in my weakness, He shows Himself strong (2        
Corinthians 12:9-11). God has had his hand in leading and growing New 
Hanover prep for 162 years, and I hope to walk alongside the Lord as He 
continues to lead us into the future. A pastor once informed us on the     
correct way to answer the question, “So, what do you do, what’s your job?” I 
say, “I am an ambassador for Jesus Christ, masquerading as a headmaster.” I 
will endeavour to continue serving our Lord Jesus Christ as a not-so-secret 
agent of His. 
 

Lastly I would like to thank all the not-so-secret agents of our school. I am 
really missing you all and am looking forward to seeing you face to face. 
Keep safe, keep strong and keep enduring in this very unusual time. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

John Scott Love 
Headmaster 

 


