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Dear Parents 
 
We’ve all heard this verse before, right? Proverbs 3:5-6. It’s a favourite verse 
by many and that’s because it is, truly, a great verse. It also happens to be 
the verse presented to the school at its 150 year celebrations, an                      
encouragement which still rings true during this unique time. 
If you can’t exactly recollect what the verse says, here it is: 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways, acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight.” 
 
M-m-m.  God will make my paths straight? Sounds as if he is promising a life 
of ease on a flat, straight course. Smooth transitions from Point A to Point 
B. But God doesn’t work that way. Life on 
Easy-Street can result in laziness and lack of 
growth.  
 
I discovered fresh insights for this familiar 
verse when comparing it to other translations 
of the bible: 

“He will direct your paths.” Berkeley 
“He will direct thy steps.” Douay-Rheims 
“He will show you what path to take.” 

NLT 
“He’s the one who will keep you on track” 

– The Message. 
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 God is more concerned with ‘who you are’ over ‘what you do.’ He          
challenged me that never claims to make our path smooth, but promises to 
make it straight; to direct our steps through the hills and valleys of this path 
He has set out before us. He will remain by our side, providing guidance all 
along the way when we acknowledge Him in all we do. 
 
This approach has been adopted by our school when making decisions for 
the way forward. I truly believe God has been guiding our steps and it hasn’t 
been a flat road, but it has been straight. Our initial phase-in to campus 
based education has run smoothly, with initial attendance at school being 
over 90% for each respective day. It has been fantastic to see the children at 
school, learning, playing, interacting and smiling (behind masks of course.) 
All staff members have been overwhelmed by the maturity that every child 
has displayed in adhering to the new rules and procedures as well as their 
ability to cope with the new teaching format. For this reason, we have     
evaluated and deemed the second stage of our Phase-in to be of benefit to 
education. On the following two pages is a timetable outlying each grade’s 
assigned day for the next 2 weeks of the Phase-in. 



 

1 2  J U N E  2 0 2 0   Issue 9 

  THE HOOT     
                  New Hanover Prep Newsletter 
     From School To Home Bringing The News To You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

1 2  J U N E  2 0 2 0   Issue 9 

  THE HOOT     
                  New Hanover Prep Newsletter 
     From School To Home Bringing The News To You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Grades will start with a Scripture session where the Pastors and myself 
will be working through a programme designed to help children overcome 
anxiety and facilitate developing coping mechanisms during a crisis. We are 
also currently looking into the feasibility of restarting the bus routes. 
Startup will be based on whether hygiene and social distancing procedures 
can be effectively enforced and whether enough children will be on the bus 
route to make it a viable option. We are not looking to make money from 
the bus routes, however, during this period it would be unwise to operate 
transport at a loss. 
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 I must remind you all to be wary of comparison, there are many schools in 
our area and PMB which are phasing-in education differently to us. We are 
operating well utilizing the policy and procedures we developed based on 
our unique risk assessments and community dynamics. We are operating 
legally, we have followed all the correct procedures to start and are eagerly 
waiting our site evaluation from the Department of Basic Education. The 
only area which is offering a challenge is that the Department of Social   
Development has not given us permission to start education in the RR and 
RRR phases. ISASA is in earnest negotiations with the DBE and DSD to 
allow ECD centres, such as our pre-primary, to fall under the same       
guidelines as Primary schools, but this process is taking longer than we    
anticipated. In the meanwhile, we are exploring various other routes to   
legally circumvent this challenge and we have, fingers crossed, set the return 
of RR and RRR for the 25th and 30th June respectively. I must apologise in 
advance for any inconvenience this may cause, however, we have chosen to 
submit to the legal governance given and are hopeful for a solution early 
next week.  
 
I must apologise for ‘gremlins’ that have crept into my video submissions. 
We are currently trying to move towards a more secure method of delivering 
videos to parents and the new platform has highlighted my lack of skills in 
this area.  
 
Our Essential worker learner support group is running well and I would like 
to remind you all that if you are finding yourself in a dilemma where you 
are unable to facilitate education or safely oversee your child at home, please 
complete the relevant google form for a permit so that your child can attend 
the group. You may have noticed a new face in the foundation phase. I 
would like to introduce you to Katie Barry. Ms Barry is currently studying 
her PGCE in Foundation phase teaching at UCT, unfortunately due to 
Covid-19 her teaching practices are currently placed on hold and are being 
made shorter. This obviously means that she will be missing out on         
important experience in teaching and thus has volunteered her services here 
at New Hanover Prep. She will gain valuable insight into teaching through 
observation and support the school by being a capable extra set of hands. 
Ms Barry stated, “I have happy memories of the incredible teachers and life 
at the school and it would a privilege to be able to gain experience from 
them.” 

 

Ms Katie Barry 
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 I would also like to officially welcome Lindi Ann Drew to our school, again. 
Ms Drew has accepted the position of teaching the grade 1 class on         
permanent capacity. Ms Drew has already proven herself to be a loving,   
supportive and very capable teacher in this phase and has fitted suitably well 
into the teacher team.  
 
In earlier newsletters I have encouraged us to remain positive and thankful 
for all God has blessed us with during this season. An attitude of gratitude 
helps turn our focus off potentially bad and reminds us of the definite good. 
Since we have been blessed with so much we should now look to bless    
others. Just like God’s love pours on us and works through us, we should 
look to love those around us in a practical way. The school outreach club 
has always had a good relationship with Fortmanspruit school. This school 
is eagerly wanting to commence with schooling but is lacking basic hygiene 
and protective equipment. The outreach club would like to appeal to you to 
please assist us in supporting our school Outreach drive. Fortmannspruit 
School are in need of facemasks for their children. If any families have spare 
masks (of any size) or are able to purchase masks to donate to the children 
at Fortmannspruit school, please can you kindly send them to school with 
your children. There will be a box in the admin building where masks can 
be donated. Please ensure that the masks are clean and in good condition. 
We will be delivering the masks to Fortmannspruit school on Monday, 15th 
June and again on Friday, 19th June. Thank you for your support in this 
regard. 
 
A final note: Trusting the Lord means walking with Him intimately, seeking 
His face and guidance, the opposite is to walk alone, to rely on one’s own 
skills and knowledge to navigate life well. We can trust the One who knows 
us better than we know ourselves. After all, God made us.  He can be    
trusted to choose just the right path for each of us.  
 
“He will teach [us] His ways, so that [we] may walk in His paths”  
(Isaiah 2:3).  
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  
(2 Corinthians 5:7) 
 
Kind Regards, 
John Love 

 


