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Dear Parents and Guardians,  

For myself, one key to gain resilience is to adapt 
our focus. With the instability we are all faced 
with, there is a tendency to focus on and allow 
anxieties to overcome us, which can lead into a 
negative downward spiral. One of the best ways 
to prevent this mindset is to shift your focus pos-
itively inward and outward. So this year I chal-
lenge you all to the 20-21 refocus challenge. It’s 
a daily wellbeing challenge where you spend 20 
minutes each day focusing inwards on yourself 
by doing something that stimulates a positive 
attitude (exercise, reading, taking a bath, learn-
ing something new, etc) and then take 21 minutes each day focusing out-
ward (spending time with God, giving a loved one a phone call, helping a 
friend with something, etc).  Matthew 7 challenges us “Keep on asking, and 
you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. 
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.” Spending 41 
minutes each day refocusing ourselves should gear our wellbeing to become 
more resilient. I challenge you all!  
 
As we are gearing up to start our school-based education, please remember a 
few important details which I mentioned in an earlier newsletter: 
 School will commence on the 8th February 2021 for all grades. 
 Primary school learners must arrive for the first day of school in their 

Number 1’s. 

 Only NHP children, staff and contracted workers will be allowed onto 
school premises. All parents and visitors may only enter if they have an 
appointment and then they will report directly to the admin office. 

 We will continue to utilize the external drop-off and pickup point. 

 In the event of particularly wet weather, parents will be informed via 
Whatsapp and the internal pickup and drop-off points will be used 
with a staggered time system.  

 All School transport services will run as per normal. 

 Aftercare will run as per last year. 
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 We will continue with the screening and hand sanitizing of all staff, 
children and visitors at the front gate. 

 Staff will arrive at 7:15am each morning and children may arrive from 
7:30am – 7:45am. 

 School will start, as normal, at 7:50am. 

 All children will need to arrive wearing a mask (no buffs). Once in 
their class the teacher can give permission for visors to be worn instead 
of masks. We advise that you supply your child with more than 1 
mask. 

 Children will be encouraged to sanitize or wash hands regularly and 
venues will be cleaned and sanitized regularly. 

 Play areas will be separated to limit interaction between grades. 

 We will have separate assemblies in the mornings for the Senior Prima-
ry (Grades 4-7) and the Junior Primary (Grades 1-3) which will be held 
in the well ventilated indoor centre. 

 The welcome and blessing ceremony for all Grade 1 children will take 
place in the NHP Church at 7:50am on the 8th of February. This is a 
very important way of starting the year, by being blessed and honoured 
as an important part of our family. It also involves the ringing of the 
school hand bell, symbolizing the start of their schooling with us. Un-
fortunately, NO parents will be allowed to attend this church ceremo-
ny. However, after the blessing ceremony, the Grade 1’s and any new 
children will congregate by the ‘owl tree’ in front of the front gate. Par-
ents will be allowed to stand in the parking area and watch through the 
open gate. Each Grade 1 and new learner will then have an opportuni-
ty to ring the bell, whilst their parents watch and take photos. Unfortu-
nately, parents will not be allowed to physically interact with their 
child during this ceremony. We understand this is not ideal, but dur-
ing these particularly risky times, we felt we have kept the important 
aspects, whilst limiting risks. 

 School lessons will happen the same structure as we had last year. The 
learners will stay in their classes and the teachers will move about. 
There will be some slight alterations to the curriculum to ensure no 
overlap of learners in a small venue. 
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 Classes will also utilize Google classroom and WhatsApp to send work 
to children who are absent for an extended period of time. We hope 
that you and your children have utilised this last week to feel more 
comfortable using the online education delivery programmes, as we 
may need to revert to these systems in the event of a crisis. 

 If you or your child is sick, please do not send them to school and 
please inform the class teacher and front office. 

 School uniform will be as normal with PE kit worn on the day your 
child has PE. 

 We will be continuing with our school PE lessons. They will be the ap-
propriate activities where Covid regulations can still be enforced, how-
ever, we will not be offering afternoon sport until further notice. Mrs 
Walton will contact parents regarding what kit their child must wear on 
PE days. We request that all children complete the uMgungundlovu 
district aquatics association school swimmers form. This will allow your 
child to be able to take part in swimming lessons during PE. 

I would like to remind you all on another service offered to all New Hanover 
Prep children on our premises, Kumon. Kumon helps children of any age 
and any ability to shine, giving them the tools they need to enjoy learning 
and thrive academically. Rather than offering conventional maths and Eng-
lish tuition, our Instructors set themselves apart by guiding their students 
through work that is set at just the right level for them, keeping them engaged 
and making progress. They support and encourage students to work out an-
swers by themselves, helping them to become self-sufficient, successful learn-
ers for the future. If you are interested, please contact the front office for 
more information. 

 

Tyrelle Peter has also volunteered support stating, “I would like to offer my 
services to grades 4 to 7 learners. In addition to tutoring, I would like to offer 
guidance, motivation, emotional support and studying skills to parents that 
would feel these services would benefit their children in these unprecedented 
times. Understandably many learners are feeling anxious, overwhelmed and 
possibly even scared of starting a new grade under the blanket of the pandem-
ic and I would like to facilitate your children in any way I can at no addition-
al cost to you.” If you are interested in his support, please contact him at tpe-
ters@newhanover.co.za. 
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There are 2 Google forms that will go out this week. One is a risk assessment 
survey. The Results from this questionnaire will give us important infor-
mation as to the degree of risk your child has to contracting the Covid-19 
virus or developing health complications due to infection. This will also as-
sist us with our future decisions in relation to the resumption of school activ-
ities amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. Please complete a questionnaire for 
each of your children. We implore you to complete the survey honestly. All 
information will be kept confidential. The other is the submission form if 
you would like to make use of our recycling service. As discussed in previous 
newsletters, we have started up offering the recycling service to our communi-
ty, however it will be at a nominal monthly cost to try and cover the 
transport and maintenance costs associated with running the service. The 
bins will be located next to the Pre-primary. You will be able to park in the 
parking lot and then drop off your recycling in the appropriate bins. Going 
forward we would need to charge R50/month per family. The levy will be 
over 11 months for all those who wish to make use of the recycling service, 
or alternatively a once off yearly fee of R500. This fee will be used to cover 
the costs of collection and upkeep of the recycling collection points. Jane 
Vorwerk is our eco-heroine who oversees this programme. If you have a large 
amount of recycling to drop off, please contact her. Please fill out the recy-
cling form once per family if you would like to utilize the service. 

 

It is with regret that I must inform you that our annual fishing competition 
will not be held this year. The Executive committee for the fishing competi-
tion met and had lengthy discussions around the event and its operational 
procedures. It was reluctantly decided that the event would pose too great a 
risk to our community and any measures put in place would be too costly or 
complicated to implement. We also felt that the New Hanover Prep name 
could be put into negative light if the running of the event resulted in people 
getting sick, as has been seen with recent large scale events held in our prov-
ince. The Annual fishing competition was our major fundraiser, run by the 
parents and resulting in a fee subsidy for every child. This deficit is some-
thing the parents’ association is putting their minds towards to try and find a 
solution. If you have any fundraising ideas, please contact a member of the 
Parents’ association. We look forward to our other fundraiser, the NHP Bike 
ride, and we hope to continue with that fundraiser and possibly make it even 
bigger, depending on future circumstances. We are also looking at having a 
fishing clinic in the fourth term where professional anglers will hold classes 

Team Spirit!  
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for children and adults to learn to be better anglers themselves. We also hope 
to have an internal fishing competition as a school, where each grade will 
have the opportunity to go to various dams and have a fish-off. It is a very 
different year this, which requires very different plans and ideas. I would like 
to thank the fishing committee, which have already put in hours of work in 
preparation for this year’s competition, your efforts have not gone unnoticed 
and we put our trust in God that 2022 will be the best fishing competition 
year yet. 

  

Many of you may have noticed the brand new NHP trailer. I would like to 
thank the generous donations from the families and companies that enabled 
us to purchase this trailer, specifically; Schatzi, Junges, Dalton Pharmacy, 
SKA, Modality Apps, uMshwathi Electrical, Wartburg Fuels and the 2 anony-
mous donors. This new trailer looks beautiful and provides us with much 
needed space for the tours and outings we will be heading to in the future. A 
special ‘Thank You’ must be given to the PA, and especially Heidi Koch, for 
arranging this wonderful donation. 

 

Finally, I remind you that “God is our refuge and strength, always ready to 
help in times of trouble. So we will not fear” (psalm 46) and I hope you have 
a focused week. 

 

God bless, 

John Love  

 

 

 

Team Spirit!   
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Staff News:  

We Welcome three new staff members into our NHP nest. 

 

Look out for our news in 

the following publications, 

and don’t forget to   

FOLLOW, LIKE & 

SHARE!  

NHP Marketing  

Please support our NHP 

MySchool Initiative.  

Every Swipe Counts! 

Siyabonga Meyiwa–  

Grade 1-7  Zulu teacher  
Karin Niebuhr— School Secretary    

Jolene Harris– Grade 1 Teaching 

Assistance  We Congratulate the Hampson’s 

on the arrival of their daughter 

Frances Kate Hampson.  


