
 

D A T E  1 2  M A R C H  2 0 2 1   Issue 3 

 THE HOOT     
                  New Hanover Prep. Newsletter 
     From School To Home Bringing The News To You 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

In morning devotions the last few weeks, we 

have been going through our ‘Resilience 

Toolkit’ It is an actual box with random 

‘tools’ in it. Each ‘tool’ is used as an object 

lesson to help the children become more resili-

ent. Some of the useful tools include: 

 Adopt an attitude of gratitude. Take 

note of all you already have and count 

your blessings. 

 Don’t be selfish. Look around and take interest in the lives of 

those around you and be caring. 

 When life gives you lemons, make lemonade. Life is not fair, so, 

when difficult times come your way, adapt and find the positive in 

the situation. 

 What brings you joy? Identify that activity and incorporate it 

into your life. 

 Control what you think. When a negative thought arrives in your 

brain, take an imaginary pin and POP it! 

 Read your Bible and follow its instructions. The Bible is like our 

map, directing us through even the darkest valleys. 

By adopting some of these ‘tools’ in our own lives, we too can become 

more resilient and model that type of lifestyle for our children. 

It has been a wonderfully busy two weeks. The laughter and chatter 

throughout the campus brings life to our little school. With our library 

opening up again,  we have seen a resurgence in reading.  
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Reading is so wonderful, as it develops knowledge and a sense of imagi-

nation, which is why we want to nurture it. We have set up an inter-

house reading challenge for Grades 1-7. Once a child has read a book 

and explained it to their teacher or class, the child writes his or her 

name on a card and places it in either a Duiker or Rietbok jar. At next 

mid-term we will have a house winner, but the real winners will be the 

children who would have read multiple books. 

In connection with reading, there are still a number of library books 

outstanding. Please hunt through your house, cupboards and book-

shelves to see if you have a forgotten library book tucked away some-

where. If you find a library book, please return it as soon as possible. 

Over the last 2 weeks we have also hosted some fun sporting events 

for the children. We had our Grade 1-7 Interhouse cricket matches and 

mixed-team premier league matches, which were taken very seriously. 

The boys really brought their A-game and produced some fine cricket. 

The senior match even came down to a super-over to determine the 

winner. Our girls have been having fun on the tennis court and took 

part in a fun interhouse girls gala. A number of parents have expressed 

their desperate desire to spectate. I sympathise completely with you. 

Please understand that it is not specifically our school that is disallow-

ing spectators. ISASA, DOE and ALL the sporting boards we belong to, 

have clearly stated ‘no spectators.’ As a coach I love it when parents 

come to support their children. The energy and enthusiasm it brings 

out in each little child just warms my heart. We have received no infor-

mation to date regarding a change of legislation, but as soon as the 

legislation changes and management gives the 'green light,' we will al-

low spectators for sporting and cultural events. 

Linking with sport, I would like to clarify the saga around ‘White tak-

kies’. Predominantly white takkies forms part of our sports kit. They 

are not specific to boys’ cricket. All children will be expected to wear 

predominantly white takkies for all sporting activities, from cricket to 

hockey to tennis to cross-country. As a parent I understand how expen-

sive comfortable shoes are, and how hard it is to find the right shoe 

fit, which is also white! We as the school will not punish, embarrass, be-

little or exclude a child for wearing incorrect uniform, as protecting the 

child’s emotional state is more important than shoe colour.  
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However, I ask all parents to put their best efforts into conforming to 

this uniform requirement and acquire the correct uniform as soon as 

possible as it will be used throughout the year. Please bear in mind that 

this particular topic will be presented at the next Parents Association 

meeting as a number of parents have commented on how unrealistic the 

expectation is. Approaching the PA is the correct method to altering or 

making a change to any aspect of school uniform. Firstly, present your 

concerns to a member of the PA, who will present it at the following PA 

committee meeting. If the change is agreed upon unanimously at PA, it 

will then be presented at Board level, who, if agreed upon, have the au-

thority to ratify that change. 

 

An area of risk I would like to bring your attention to is that of unsu-

pervised children on our premises after normal school hours. An unsuper-

vised child could cause harm to themselves, others or school property. 

If your child is waiting after school for an extra mural lesson, they will 

have to go to aftercare until their lesson starts. This way the child can 

be supervised and cared for. 

 

By now you should have already been assigned to or booked your slot for 

your Parent-Teacher meeting. To limit exposure, we have chosen to 

have all meetings online, via WhatsApp calls, phonecalls or Zoom/Google 

meetings. However, parents are permitted to have meetings with their 

teachers on premises by appointment only. So if there is an area of con-

cern which requires a face-to-face meeting, please contact your teacher 

and organise a time. Remember, it is not a case of us not wanting par-

ents on campus, we are merely trying our very best to mitigate risk of 

exposure as far as possible. 

 

I would like to thank those fathers who have already been involved in 

the construction planning of the new jungle gym, specifically Ralph Ap-

pelt. The old jungle gym had been up for over 20 years and was quite 

badly deteriorated, becoming a health hazard. A new plan was drawn up 

to build a new jungle gym in an area where the children would also have 

more space to play. The new jungle gym will be only for the grades1-3 

learners. There are a host of expenses involved in a project like this, so, 

if you are wanting to be a part of the group to offer hands-on assis-

tance or even donations towards wood, poles, cement or sundry items,  
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please contact myself or Ralph. 

It is the start of a particularly exciting year for us all, being our 163rd 

year! There is a very positive vibe around the school and we look for-

ward to what the 2021 school year has in store for us.  I remind you 

of our Parents’ Association AGM which is to take place on Tuesday 

23rd March 2021 at 18:00 in the school Indoor Centre. The Parents’ 

Association Committee would like to extend a warm welcome to all our 

families, both new and old. Your Parents’ Association is here to repre-

sent and serve you and your children. Please feel free to contact them 

with any queries, issues, suggestions or concerns. 

Linking up with one of the ‘tools’ in our Resilience toolkit, I would like to 

congratulate all the many recipients of Care-bear over this term. For 

those who are new, Care-bear is a teddy bear which is awarded to any 

child who has been particularly caring. They are then allowed to look 

after Care-bear for the week and are recognised in assembly for their 

caring attitude. To receive Care-bear a child would need to be nominat-

ed. Written nominations are placed in the nomination box which I read 

weekly. In fact, children have been so caring that the nomination box 

has almost overflowed. I ended up introducing Buddy-bear to also hand 

out for those who have been a caring buddy. I truly hope this caring 

attitude continues as it builds us all up to be stronger. 

On our calendar, I am sure you may have noticed our Family Fun Fishing 

day. This Saturday would have been our annual fishing competition, an 

event that provides a wonderful opportunity to raise funds, to have a 

great time out as a family and to fish. Even 

though the event has been cancelled, we encourage 

each and every family to still have a great time 

out as a family and, if possible, to fish. Please send 

us pictures of your day so that we can share in 

the joy. 

 

Team Spirit!  
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There are a number of new staff members which we would like you to 

get to know a little bit better. I leave you with some interviews with 

these teachers, done by the children themselves. 

Kind Regards,  

John Love 

 

 

Interview with Jolene Harris 

 What inspired you to become a teach-

er? 

Being able to see little kids grow 

 If you could go anywhere in the world, 

where would it be? 

Disneyland 

 If you could time-travel, who would 

you go back to meet and why? 

Dad 

 If you were to host a dinner party, which 4 would you invite 

(dead or alive)? 

Cher, Ru Paul, Mathew, Robin Banks 

 If you could make your own planet, what colour would it be and 

what would you name it? 

Name: Nature 

Colours: Tropical colours( green, blue and floral colours) 

 If you won the lottery, what would you do with the money? 

I would help my mom, complete my studies, buy a house, get a new 

car and save for my future kids. 

Team Spirit!  
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 What if your favourite “crazy” food combo? 

Crumpets with cheese, egg and syrup. 

 What is your favourite movie? 

Grown-ups 

 If you had one wish what would it be right now and why? 

To be done with studies 

 If you could change your name to anything, what would it be? 

I would not change my name 

 What's your favourite sport/exercise 

Yoga 

 What is your hobby? 

Drawing, Baking, singing, dancing 

  

Interview with Mrs Niebuhr 

 If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? 

Switzerland 

 If you could time travel, who would you go back to and meet? 

1 of Jesus disciples because I want to know what it was like. 

 Favourite animal? 

Tiger 

 What’s your favourite hobby? 

Baking 
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 What would you do if you won the lottery? 

Go to Switzerland and buy a new car 

 Favourite Food? 

Pizza, pasta and seafood 

 Where were you born? 

Piet Retief 

 Favourite Colour? 

Blue 

 Host dinner party which guests would you invite (living or dead)? 

Grandparents 

 One day with a celebrity, who would you choose/ what would you do? 

Bill Gates or Oprah Winfrey, have dinner and chat 

 Who is your role model? 

Princess Diana 

 Favourite movie? 

Sound of Music 

 If you could make your own planet, what shape and colour would it be and what would you name 

it? 

The shape would be oval, the colour would be purple and the name would be Purplexia 
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Interview with Elisabeth Wortmann 

 Where were you born? 

Cleveland, USA 

 What is your favourite colour? 

Blue 

 What hobbies do you have/what do you do for fun? 

Read 

 What is your favourite animal? 

Horse 

 If you could change your name to anything, what name would you choose? 

Maria 

 What is your favourite game? 

30 Seconds 

 Do you have any siblings and how many? 

I have 3 siblings, 2 sisters and 1 brother 

 What was your nickname when you were growing up? 

Liz 

 Do you have children and how many? 

3 children  
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Interview with Mr Meyiwa 

 What inspired you to become a teacher? 

The love for the children 

 If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be? 

Dubai 

 If you could time-travel, who would you go back to meet and why? 

I would go back 7 years to meet Barack Obama 

 If you were to host a dinner party, which 4 would you invite (dead 

or alive)? 

High school headmaster, Barack Obama, Wife to-be and parents 

 If you could make your own planet, what colour would it be and what would you name it? 

It would be green and I would call it the “The Fantastic Planet” 

 Sweet/Salty/Sour? 

Sweet, it makes me smile. 

 If you won the lottery, what would you do with the money? 

Build my own school and name it Meyiwa Academy 

 What if your favourite “crazy” food combo? 

Baked Beans, sausages and Mayo  

 What is your favourite movie? 

Bad Boys 

 If you had one wish what would it be right now and why? 

To work overseas because I love travelling 

 If you could change your name to anything, what would it be?   

Thando 
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 If you could change your name to anything, what would it be?   

Thando 

 What's your favourite sport/exercise? 

Soccer, keep active by jogging 

 What is your hobby? 

Watching movies 

 Fruit/vegetable and examples 

Fruit, Banana 

 

 

Look out for our news in 

the following publications, 

and don’t forget to   

FOLLOW, LIKE & 

SHARE!  

NHP Marketing  

Please support our NHP 

MySchool Initiative.  

Every Swipe Counts! 


