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Dear New Hanover Prep. Family, 
 

Recently I read an article “Let Your 

Kids Lose” from education.com. It is 

a controversial article, but it did 

point out an important aspect of 

parenting which I will share the 

highlights: 
 

Have you ever bent the rules of a 

board game so your kids wouldn't 

lose? Slowed down during a backyard 

race so your child is first to the finish line? I know I have. 

It seems obvious that an adult should alter their playing 

style when competing against someone younger. An adult can 

handle a loss at Uno much more easily than your average pre-

schooler. Letting your child win protects them from feeling 

bad. We naturally, as parents, want to protect our children 

from pain. 
 

But, as it turns out, research tells us that losing games is 

good for children and helps them develop into empathetic, 

well-adjusted people. If your child reacts to losing by pouting 

or throwing game pieces on the floor, it might be hard to  

remember that the experience is for their own good.       

However, getting through a minor loss now has benefits in 

the long run, such as; 

Developing coping skills. The world is a competitive place. 

Losing in a board game at home with a parent is much 

easier for a child to handle than experiencing their first 

loss in a public place, like a competition in front of their 

class. Kids who have practice losing learn how to be good 

sports. 
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Learning from mistakes. If a game requires specific skills 

or strategies, losing gives children a chance to analyse 

how they might have done better.  

 

Develop Perseverance. We’ve all heard the saying, 

‘practice makes perfect.’ As a child ‘struggles’ through an 

activity, they will learn to not give up. Plus, they'll learn 

that performing well comes from giving their best effort. 

 

Learn Empathy. Kids can't identify with others who are 

going through a loss if they've never had that experience. 

Every time your child loses a game, he receives a little  

lesson in the fact that everyone has to struggle through 

life, whether that means studying to get an A on a test 

or training hard to score a goal. 

 

Grow their Self-control. No child can get her way all the 

time. Losing sometimes shows kids that they can't expect 

good things to be handed to them, and that they have to 

behave well around others or risk being labelled a sore  

loser. It is “Better to be patient than powerful; better 

to have self-control than to conquer a city. (Proverbs 

16:32) Like any skill, losing with grace takes practice. 

 

Find Joy in having fun.  

Children with the ability 

to handle a loss can have 

a good time playing a 

game even if they don't 

win. Life is full of chances 

to show kids that losing 

isn't the end of the world. 

 



 

1 7  J U N E  2 0 2 1   Issue 6 

 THE HOOT     
                  New Hanover Prep. Newsletter 
     From School To Home Bringing The News To You 

So how can we help our children, in a practical way, to ease 

into this state of being? Advice given to me was to: 

 

1. Own up to your mistakes. Be open with your children about 

your own errors and how you fix them. This shows that no 

one is perfect, and that is OK. 

 

2. Keep score – sometimes. Maintain a balance between the 

number of times you keep score in games and the number of 

times you don't. Yes, the focus should be on having fun, but if 

you never keep score, your kids won't learn what losing is like. 

 

3. Challenge them. Give them challenges at home that are 

maybe beyond their abilities, and let them see that they can 

learn to do it. 

 

4. Be a good loser yourself. Mimic how you expect your child 

to react. Show them that it's possible to lose a game and 

get though the day intact, or react appropriately, it goes a 

long way toward preparing kids for real life. 

  

Our job as parents is not to make our children happy. Our job 

is to help them to be   

happy in the world.     

Proverbs 22:6 instructs 

us to “Train up a child in 

the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not 

depart from it.” So now, 

will I let my children win? 

Of course, just not all the 

time.  
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I would like to thank you all for getting actively involved in our 

Winter-warmth fundraiser. We managed to collect bags and 

bags of second hand clothes. These clothes will be donated to 

the children at Fortmanspruit School. It is a small gesture 

which will go a long way to ease the chilly days for those less 

fortunate than ourselves. Thank you again for your continued 

generosity. In connection with generosity, I would like to      

remind you about our 'Care Packs' for the nurses, carers and 

other essential service workers at Brunfelsia Care Centre and 

Altenheim Old Age Home. This is a very special initiative which 

aims to thank and bless those who play such an important role 

in serving and caring for members of our community. A reminder 

that any care pack items should be brought to school by the 

end of this term. Thank you for supporting this worthy cause.  

 

Entrepreneurship is the process of developing and running a 

business which is built around an idea to solve a problem or    

address an issue in a unique way. An entrepreneurial mindset is 

a 21st-century skill for school students which enables them to 

turn ideas into action. It includes creativity, innovation, and 

risk-taking as well the ability to manage and lead the projects 

to achieve the objectives. For this reason, we have                

implemented our school market days and boy, have the children 

thought ‘out-of-the-box’ and created some wonderful items and 

games. I thoroughly enjoyed browsing the innovation and      

creativity, and the children have learnt some valuable life skills. 

The Grade 3 and 4 classes have had an opportunity to flex 

their entrepreneurial muscles this term. Next term the grade 

5, 6 and 7 classes will have their turn to have a market day. 

The grade 1 and 2 class will host their market day at the end 

of the year, after viewing many examples of how to make,  

market and sell items. 
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Today’s careers look nothing like they did 20 or even just 10 

years ago. Like technology, the field of education evolves so 

fast that techniques, skills and technologies become obsolete 

within five to 10 years. That is why being a lifelong learner 

plays an important role in the educational process. It helps 

educators incorporate new tools and strategies into the 

learning process to boost their students’ learning              

development. In my brief time as school leader, I have      

realised that, although I am passionate about each child’s 

growth, there are areas where I am lacking some skill and 

knowledge. This is why I enrolled in a Leadership              

Development Programme through Wits Business School. It 

was an intense programme which unfortunately meant that 

I was unavailable for the last two weeks whilst on course. I 

know it was a hectic time to be away, but I believe the   

content I covered will better develop me for leading the 

school on the road ahead.  

 

The front office and teachers have had many queries        

regarding the school uniform. I realise that the information 

available is a bit confusing and cumbersome to understand. 

In addition to this, there have been a number of changes 

and allowances since Covid enforced restrictions on us. We 

have summarised the correct school uniform for your children 

to wear. Mrs Hampson is in the process of developing a     

pictorial version to visually assist parents. Watch this space. 

In connection with that, we have debated the concern raised 

by parents regarding the requirement to wear white shoes 

at sports practices. We have decided to remove this          

restriction and encourage parents to ensure that their    

children have suitable footwear (such as a pair of takkies) 

which is comfortable and as neutral colours as possible. 
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There will be a few staffing changes as of early next term. 

We say farewell to both Mrs Kiera Trollip in Grade RR and 

Mrs Lindi Voigts in Grade 1. Both these diligent teachers will 

be leaving us as their babies will be born within the next few 

months. We will sorely miss them as they have loved and  

nurtured our children over the short time they have been 

with us. Mrs Trollip will hand over to Ms Hannah Mayer, who 

has had experience teaching at the Pre-Primary.  

On the 23rd July at 2pm Emma Wijnberg will be presenting 

a talk aimed at parents on Parenting in the 21st Century: 

The Challenges. The world that we live in presents parents 

with challenges that, in the past, parents have not had to 

deal with. We are raising our children for a world that does 

not even exist yet. The talk will look at ways in which we can 

manage these challenges and give our children the best    

possible chance at succeeding in this tricky, fast changing 

world. All parents are welcome, but booking is essential. 

There is no cost involved. Please contact the front office to 

reserve your seat. 

 

Mrs Voigts will return after her 

maternity leave. In the      

meantime, however, she leaves 

the Grade 1 responsibility in the 

capable hands of Mrs Gina Eva. 

Mrs Eva is a passionate and   

dedicated teacher who has a keen 

interest in innovative ideas. She 

has a deep-rooted interest in   

early childhood development and 

has over 12 years teaching      

experience. 
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This year we embarked on a Curriculum Review in the Senior 

Primary phase. A Curriculum Review is a critical examination 

of academic programs, for the purpose of optimizing student 

learning experiences, led collaboratively by academic staff who 

teach within the programme. The aim is to enhance student 

learning, engagement, experience and outcomes. As a         

preparatory school, we need to ensure we adequately prepare 

each child for the many various high schools they may       

attend. We also need to remain relevant so that new       

students can integrate effectively. We began this course by 

critically reviewing our current curriculum and we have been 

visiting other primary and high schools to compare our       

offerings. Curriculum review and change is not a simple      

process and certainly not one that can happen quickly. Please 

bear with us on this journey as we try to develop something 

which is beneficial, practical and which adequately develops 

and prepares our children going on to the next grade. 
 

At the end of the week, school will close. We will officially be 

half way through our 2021 year. School will close school at 

the normal time on Friday the 18th July, with final assembly 

for the Primary school at 12:30pm. Pre-primary reports will 

be collected by parents on Thursday and all Primary school   

reports (grades 1-7) will be digitally sent to parents’ email 

addresses on Friday. Please review your child’s report with 

them and use it as a tool to praise or correct behaviour.   

Remember, a report does not define your child, it merely     

depicts them in a phase of time. 
 

I wish you all a well-deserved winter holiday. We will see you 

all refreshed and ready to learn on the 13th of July. 
 

Kind regards, 

John Love 
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Grade Five Outing - Fountainhill 
 

On the 9th of June the Grade 5s endured a long and arduous 

hike at Fountainhill in Wartburg. We trekked approximately 

9km and I am very proud to say that each child conquered the 

hike! Along the way we were blessed to see plenty of beautiful 

fauna and flora. Wildebeest, Eland,   

Zebra, Blesbok, Birds of Prey and weird

-and-wonderful worms were just a 

handful of what we saw. After long 

hours of hiking, we shooed some wilde-

beest from a shady spot and we picnic-

ed in the bush before we made our way 

back across a flooded river crossing, 

careful to avoid the crocodiles! It was 

a lovely day spent appreciating nature 

at its best! – Ms Junge. 

 

Grade Two and Three Outing 
 

As a highly educational excursion, for the purpose of curriculum 

enrichment, the Grade Twos and Threes were taken on an  

outing to the Umgeni River Bird Park to experience walk-

through aviaries and open paddocks as well as view a          

free-flight show- unique in Africa, with critically endangered 

species in unrestricted flight.  We then enjoyed a scenic and    

informative harbour cruise. We had a        

fantastic outdoor experience. – Mrs Redinger 
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Other News 
Academic Support 

 

We are so excited about the new 

suspension points in our          

academic support rooms.  

 

A big thank you to the NHP 

parents who helped us fit and 

secure these points.  

First Aid  

 

Congratulations to our NHP 

Ground staff who were     

recently awarded their First 

Aid certificates during       

assembly.  

Health and Safety 

 

We were delighted to hear 

that NHP achieved a      

fantastic 92% for our     

recent Occupational Health 

and Safety audit.  

 

Congratulations to our     

incredible team of NHP 

staff!  

Golf Club 

 

The recently estab-

lished NHP golf club 

continues to grow from 

strength to strength.  
 

This group of avid 

young golfers enjoyed 

an outing to the 

Noodsberg Country 

Club where they were 

introduced to the 

rules, regulations and 

etiquette of golf.  
 

On the 16th June, 

Marc Alexander, a PGA 

professional who runs 

Penrose Golf Academy, 

came and did a demon-

stration for the golf 

club at school. 


